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Preface

Election interference is likely as old as elections, but the word got full-blown currency when
the masters of the game were made to test the taste of their own medicine. Or so they
claimed.

Like energy, election interference flows from higher power to lower ones. However, the high
and mighty can pretend, and at times, allow some election interference in their empire, if it
serves some higher purpose —such as taking care of a rough element that appears as a blink
on the horizon, or as they say, ‘a glitch in the matrix’.

Itis neither the first and most unlikely the last interference that would have happened. Ney,
nor would this story be covering the whole gambit of it. Far from it. This story is limited to
whatever could be scratched from the open source and limits itself to one aspect —narrative
building during an election. This is an attempt to highlight the importantroles narratives play,
and how they are manufactured.

An idea is the most resilient thing, especially an idea that is planted in a way to make it
appear ‘indigenous.

This report aims to trace the trajectory of the planting of the idea and shed some light on its
source. However, it is virtually impossible to put any meaningful light on the source, given
that the source is the largest black hole in our galaxy identified so far.

Yet, try we must.
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Introduction

Theyear 2024 is going to be alandmark year for global democracy, as more than 60 countries
are scheduled to go for elections to choose a government. India, the largest democracy in
the world also conducted its general elections between April 19 to June 1, 2024. The sheer
number of people who were part of this democratic process made it a global spectacle.

Approximately, 968 million people out of the 1.4 billion population eligible to vote had the
opportunity to showcase the true essence of democracy and choose their future government.
The incumbent, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was vying for its 3rd consecutive term in office
while the opposition INDI Alliance tried for a change in the world’s largest democracy.

India’s rise as a regional power and its increasing geo-strategic importance made the
elections in India a global event of relevance. From the geopolitical lens, the Indian general
elections hold high significance owing to their implications in the global dynamics. With
India as an emerging economic and strategic power, the outcome of elections can play a
significant role in shaping the global dynamics which starts with India’s foreign policies
under the new ruling party in the office. With India maintaining a delicate balance in its
bilateral ties with superpowers like the US, China, and Russia, global powers are sometimes
left spectacled at the independent stand it takes. Global crises including the Russia-Ukraine
War, and the Israel-Hamas conflict showcased India’s unique foreign policy matrix.

Thus, one can easily state that India stands at the center of the new geo-political chess
board and that the side India inclines will depend a lot on the outcome of these elections.

As India’s prominence not just as the world’s largest democracy, but also as an emerging
economic and strategic power increases, it becomes imperative for the global media and
intellectuals that set the narrative in this dynamic digital world of ours to keep a close watch
on the largest democratic event in the world.

Media or ‘the Press’ is one of the strongest pillars in any democracy. Thus, a “free press”,
which is how most media outlets like to attribute themselves today, has a bigger
responsibility during elections. Maintaining the strongest ethical parameters to avoid any
indulgence that could lead to undue influence/ meddling in elections for vested interests is
the benchmark of ethical media.

Unfortunately, as millions of Indians were deciding their future, a section of the global media
and academia was planning a sinister plot to influence their decisions through an
orchestrated and well-funded plan. The extent of this Influence campaign was not restricted
to the Western media itself; many Indian conduits were at the forefront and acted like the
anvil that was ready to be molded to any shape. The Western media coverage of Indian

5




elections with its tireless attack on everything linked to elections from institutions to climate
(one media outlet blamed the ECI for conducting elections in the middle of a punishing
summer month) was worth a detailed analysis. Not everything felt as organic as it looked!
The insane number of pages in the form of articles/ Op-Eds/ research papers were dedicated
to the Indian elections that peaked in the last six months.
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However, there was one surprising pattern that stood apart amidst the colossal number of
articles that were published or “commissioned” (Yes! A good number were actually
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commissioned by institutions with a special love for India) on Indian elections. A pattern,
striking enough to give birth to this report.

South Asians are not alien to Western media’s colonial hangover that is reflected in their
editorial bias and supremacist literature. However, their commentary on Indian elections
had a distinct tone this time around. Although the usual suspects like BBC, Washington Post,
and the New York Times have been exposed by Disinfolab and others for being propaganda
powerhouses when it came to India, these elections saw a more coordinated effort with new
players on board.

While analyzing the globalreports on Indian elections, an unusual pattern of media coverage
trying to shape a particular narrative and influence voter mindset was observed. Surprisingly
for us, it was coming from the French Media, including the country’s most influential and
widely circulated newspaper, Le Monde.

But the most striking pattern was that these Op-Eds/ articles and papers were either written
or were based on interviews/ statements from one particular French political scientist and
researcher Christophe Jaffrelot, who becomes the anchor to this research. While analyzing
the buzz around Indian elections, it was also observed that Jaffrelot had also been the key
source of most of these articles from other Western media and a segment of Indian media
platforms especially targeting the Indian elections.

But he was not the only player!

As we scanned through events and activities from outside India in the run up to and during
the elections, (well, there were many), we found the most clinching pattern. A pattern that
was binding together all these events, individuals, and narratives- COMMON FUNDING.

Through this report, we aim to highlight the pattern behind these activities and the fronts that
are linked to each other. Fronts that are directly funded by the Henry Luce Foundation (HLF)
and the George Soros’s Open Society Foundation (OSF). Groups and individuals that feature
in this report constitute a larger network operating out of France, the USA, and with funding
from US-based philanthropic entities with an aim to influence the outcome of the Indian
elections.

This report is an effort to map these entities which introduced terms like ‘Declining
Democracy in India, ‘Hindu Majoritarianism’ and ‘Fascism’ into the mainstream discourse
whenever a mention about India was made until, that became an accepted pattern for the
mainstream media. If you remember, the “Democratic revival in India” speech by George
Soros in 2023, you will connect to all of this.




Chapter 1: French Media on Indian Elections

after French Aircrafts, arrives a French Professor

There has been increasing rhetoric aimed at elections in India. In the past few months,
democratic processes and institutions in India including political establishments have come
under hostile attacks from the foreign press, academia, and activists. A deliberate effort has
been made to push an agenda that undermines the largest democratic process in the world.

While analyzing the global news coverage of the Indian elections, analyzing the narratives
and meta-narratives being pushed around the Indian elections by the Western media, we
noticed an interesting fact: an unusually high interest in the Indian election in the French
media. We found a plethora of articles coming out of the portals namely Le Soir, La Croix
(International), Le Temps, Reporterre, and Radio France Internationale (RFI) to shape a
narrative and in turn, tamper with opinion-shaping on Indian elections.

News Coverage Distribution of
International Media on Indian Elections
France 24 BBC ® Al Jazeera ® Lo Soir
58% 52%
Al Jazeera @ Reuters Le Monde
Le Monde
7.1% 15.6% ® The Guardian La Crolx
@ Bioomberg @ France 24
Le Soir ® Associated
7.8% Prass
News Cutiets ® CNN
N Reuters
Financial Times 12.3% ® Washington
4 5% ’ Post
DwW
39% W ow
< Financial
. i Times
Washington Post
52% The Guardian ® BBC
Bloomberg 1% DisinfoLab
94% T e .

We have already documented some of the US and UK media, and given theirinclinations and
associations, those narratives do not surprise. But finding the French media peddling the
same narratives was amusing at the least. And, taking charge was France’s oldest, influential,
and widely circulated newspaper- Le Monde.

Le Monde alone published dozens of articles with slanted narratives revolving around
manufactured themes ranging from rising ‘Islamophobia in India’ to ‘undemocratic nature’
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of India, to ‘stigmatization of Muslims’ to ‘growing authoritarianism’. All stock talking points
are manufactured in the proverbial democratic heaven, which has recently convicted a
political opponent on Trump-up charges.
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The Common Source

For the number of articles as well as Op-Eds and interviews that were published creating
narratives and micro-narratives on the Indian elections, the go-to person was a French
political scientist and Indologist Christophe Jaffrelot CJ). CJ was so influential, that he was
also being quoted frequently not just by French media portals, but also by Indian portals
including The Indian Express, The Wire, and so forth as a political commentator and expert

on Indian elections.

“(irand Continent

Fa Inckia dbe Modi en efanode las gromckes
SecOones unaconvessacion con Chrstophe
Laltrelot

IACROIX .

L]
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Exchusive interview with Chiclstophe taffredot,

research director at Ceri-Sclences Fo, who analyzes
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What picked our interest was a particular theme that CJ and the company promoted heavily
— Caste and Caste census. It was indeed surprising that so much of the literature on caste
census was churned out from French land, and given our past experience of ‘caste narrative’
from foreign lands, we obviously were a little skeptical.

(To read about the play of ‘caste narrative’, please read our previous story ‘Cost of Caste;,
documenting a US-based front Equality Labs, funded by Soros and Open Society
Foundations to play on the Indian fault line)’

Ipso facto, there is nothing wrong with any foreign expert studying caste and coming up with
a recommendation. However, when the ‘research’ is tweaked to suit a narrative, it raises red
flags.

Academic Tussle of Facts vs Fallacies

In 2022, Nalin Mehta, (political scientist, journalist, and writer) deconstructed the report and
highlighted the points that provide glaring evidence of how a twisted version of the ground
reality has been presented on the topic by them.? From churning out wrong data to

" https://thedisinfolab.org/cost-of-caste-equality-labs-caste-binary-blm/
2 https://nalinmehta.in/nalin-mehta-writes-5-reasons-christophe-jaffrelot-and-ashoka-university-data-on-
bjp-caste-are-wrong/
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misinterpretation and misrepresentation of castes to producing misleading data, Mehta
points out how the report raises skepticism over such supposedly academic research.

Mehta accuses them of selective reporting to suit a particular narrative of the ruling party
promoting the upper caste, and when presented with data contrary to their claim, (of
Members of Parliament) the dup declares that the number of MPs doesn’t matter. This
despite the fact that Jaffrelot and Verniers have published entire peer-reviewed articles in
global academic journals to make the claim of upper-caste dominance increasing in BJP
structures, fundamentally based only on data points and charts from the same research
on MPs alone.

e

The reconfiguration of india's political efite
profiing the 11h Lok Sabha

ek L e i

While theirreportis deconstructed on multiple counts, the funniest partis their fundamental
misunderstanding of the Indian caste structure (for which as foreigners they can’t be blamed
much). They mischaracterized the castes in their report. And yet, they felt entitled enough to
prescribe what should be done on caste issues in India. And he gets ample media space to
pontificate. However, his narrative doesn’t come only from ignorance butis part of deliberate
propaganda, as seen in his argument of ‘non-dominant’ OBCs. The Duo dilutes the ruling
party’s efforts to reach out to other non-dominant OBCs, which should be considered one
of the most meaningful engagements if the overall objective is empowering all sections of
society with participation. To not recognize, let alone appreciate this, smells of inherent bias
if not deliberate manipulation.

Mehta has given a detailed account of the issues in the report. These are just a few points
that portray the factual errors of the report and the attempt at pushing a consequent
narrative associated with it.
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Christophe Jaffrelot

Born on February 12, 1964, in Poissy, France, Christophe Jaffrelot is a French political

scientist and Indologist specializing in South Asia, particularly India and Pakistan.
Christophe holds positions in multiple research and academic institutions. To start with, he
holds a PhD degree from Sciences Po University (1991). Upon completing his PhD, he joined
the Center for International Studies and Research (CERI) at Sciences Po Research University
in 1991 as a social scientist and currently serves as the Research Director at CERI-
SciencesPo/CNRS.?

Besides, Christophe has also been a Visiting Professor at Columbia University (Sept 2009-
Dec 2009) and a Global Scholar at Princeton University (Jul 2013-Jul 2016). He is currently
also Avantha Chair and Professor of Indian Politics and Sociology at the King's India Institute
and the Research Lead for the Global Institutes, King’s College London. In July 2020, he
became the President of the French Political Science Association, and in November 2023,
he joined as the Chair of the British Association for South Asian Studies (BASAS).*

Sciences Po

Officially known as the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris (Paris Institute of Political
Studies), is a prestigious higher education institution located in Paris, France. Founded in
1952, CERI is a research center affiliated with Sciences Po. According to the website of
Sciences Po, CERIfocuses on international studies and political science, researching global
issues, international relations, and political systems.® While holding the position of social
scientist at CERI- Sciences Po/ CNRS, Christophe Jaffrelot also joined the university he
earned PhD from (Sciences Po), as a Senior Research Fellow in the same year (1991).°

‘ Fun Fact: George Soros’ son Alexander Soros is also on the strategic committee of Sciences Po. ’ ]

3 https://www.sciencespo.fr/ceri/en/content/mission-statement

4 https://www.basas.org.uk/contact/

5 https://www.sciencespo.fr/ceri/en/content/mission-statement

6 https://www.linkedin.com/in/christophe-jaffrelot-india-research-/
7 Qur governance | Sciences Po Paris School of International Affairs
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Chapter 2: How to Spin Like a Pro

Christophe Jaffrelot’s X (Twitter) Analysis on Caste Discourse

In 2021 Christophe Jaffrelot published a research report on the need for a caste census in
India, and subsequently wrote articles in Indian media. And surprisingly, in a country of 1.4
billion, he single-handedly managed to put this topic into public discourse, which was also
helped by election season. This was a remarkable feat by any academician.

The Indian Express
Wt
Why caste census is needed
' t Prannv Dhawan and Christophe Jalfrelot write: It would provide up-to-date

data to calibrate reservation, but threaten social justice claims

Just a month ago, another French expert Giles Verniers, at the time with the Trivedi Center at
Asoka University, also wrote about the caste census in India. CJ is the PhD mentor of Giles
Verniers, and the CPR and Trivedi Center have interesting relations, which we will explain in
the later part of the story. Incidentally, it was CJ who got the most media attention, and the
sheer reference to his work, and especially the media attention he received seemed to hint
at a major play. When we looked, we found that his caste census narrative was
‘coincidentally’ timed with a fund from a US-based ‘philanthropic foundation’— Henry Luce
Foundation (HLF). CJ had received HLF funding for three years in 2021 — three years, ending
in 2024. Again, coincidentally, many other fronts and organizations had received similar
funding from HLF — all in 2020/21, all for three years — all focusing on India with a set of pre-
defined narratives that we have gotten used to over the years. We return to HLF in detailin a
while, but first the caste census narrative.
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Caste Census Discourse in India

The below plot shows the year-wise timeline of tweets on the keyword caste census from
2010 till 2024. As is obvious, a significant peak appears in 2021, coinciding with CJ’s
publications.

Yearly Mention of Caste Census

R e e e e e

Day-wise data of caste Census

Even more surprising, we found that the buzz on the caste census has not been constant
throughout the years, even not monthly. Rather there are distinct peaks on certain days,
which suggests that the buzz around the caste census is manufactured and is activated on
Twitter on certain days for some agenda. This was an even bigger red flag. As we have
observed over the years, there is an SOP for manufactured narratives, and this fit into that.
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To getinto more details, and to differentiate the noise from the signal we needed to segregate
the discourse on the caste census being discussed by others (politicians/ other experts, etc.,)
from the caste census discourse being discussed in the context of CJ. To measure this, we
pulled a total of 23,449 Tweets mentioning Christophe Jaffrelot from January 15 2016 till 30™
May 2024, out of which 8656 tweets were related to India. 8656 tweets were further analyzed,
and what we found confirmed our assessment. Coinciding with the HLF funding, the tweets
spiked in 2021, continuing to sustain till 2024. If we add the total number of retweets
(reposts), itindicates that tweets mentioning Jaffrelot are getting more traction in 2024
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Topics Trends and Variation Analysis

Upon analyzing the tweets mentioning Jaffrelot from 2016 to 2024, we computed the key
topics that are being discussed in those tweets. We found these key topics: Elections and
Voting, Caste Issues, China-India Relations, Muslims and Religion, Modi/BJP, Women's,
COVID-19, and India-Pakistan Relations. The below graph shows the variation in the
frequency of these topics over the years.

Visible Patterns — while all major topics remain the same in their appearances, the keyword
Election appeared significantly in 2019 and Covid peaked in 2020, both topical issues. But
what is rather peculiar is, that his conversation suddenly intensified on caste discourse in
India, specially harping on caste census. Apart from the HLF funding, there appears no
particular trigger for this sudden attention shift. A similar Seasonal Analysis of topic
variations per tweet over the years also shows the same variation in tweet volume per topic
overtheyears. Tweets on Caste issues were arecurring topic through, however, they abruptly
peakedin 2021.

If we look at the seasons for Elections and Voting topics, it has peaks in the winter and spring
seasons, inferring that tweets around elections on Jaffrelot start appearing from around Nov-
Dec till March-April, in conclusion, the Election period. However, the peaks for Caste Issues
are almost similar, inferring that Tweets around Caste and Jaffrelot are common. The below
plot shows a heat map for the correlation matrix of the different topics.

17




opics

Correlation Matrix of Manthly Topic Counts (2016-2024)
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This heat map is used to analyze how much different topics co-relate with each other,
indicating how the discussion of one topic relates to the discussion of another. Key
Inferences - Caste Issues have a strong correlation with Elections Topics and Criticism of
Modi/ BJP. That means Tweets related to caste issues are often discussed together with
tweets on Elections or Tweets criticizing the BJP.
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Chapter 3: Trivedi Centre Didn’t Survive

Trivedi Center, Ashoka University, CPR and CJ’s Disciple

Housed within Ashoka University, Trivedi Centre for Political Data (TCPD) was formed in
March 2016 as a partnership between Ashoka University and the University of Michigan with
seed funding worth INR 15 crores. The center was named after the entrepreneur, investor,
and ‘philanthropist’ Ashok Trivedi, the Co-Founder and Co-Chairman of companies,
Mastech Inc. and IGATE in the US.®

The TCPD was set up by a Belgian native and academician Gilles Verniers. He is a graduate
from Sciences Po University where he pursued his M.Phil (Comparative Politics and
Societies, Political Science and Government, and Sociology), followed by his Ph.D. from the
same university under the guidance of his mentor Christophe Jaffrelot. Christophe Jaffrelot
is a visiting professor and member of the Academic Council at Ashoka University, Sonipat,
India. ® ' During his Ph.D. tenure (2006-15), he became India Sciences Po India
representative in 2007-09 under which he recruited undergraduates, postgraduates, and
even Ph.D. students for Sciences Po's educational programs and the development of the
Sciences Po brand in India. Between 2009-11, he also worked as a Ph.D. affiliate at New
Delhi-based Centre de Sciences Humaines.' "2 In 2015, Verniers completed his Ph.D.
Dissertation on "The Construction and Institutionalisation of Samajwadi Party in Uttar
Pradesh", under the guidance of his mentor, Prof. Christophe Jaffrelot.” ' During the final
years of his Ph.D., in 2014, he joined Ashoka University as an Assistant Professor of Political
Science, and two years later, he co-founded the Trivedi Center for Political Data. Currently,
Verniers is a Karl Loewenstein Visiting Assistant Professor at Amherst College,
Massachusetts (since 2022) where he teaches about ‘political violence, Democratic erosion
in India, and Histories of the Far-right’. from Sciences Po.™

Trivedi Center for Political Data Members

The executive board of TCPD included Ashoka’s founders, Ashish Dhawan and Ashok
Trivedi, as well as India’s former chief election commissioner, S.Y. Quraishi, political

science professor, and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (Rockefeller Visiting Professor at Princeton

8 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/ashoka-university-michigan-university-partner-
to-set-up-ashok-trivedi-centre-for-political-data/articleshow/51299277.cms?from=mdr

9 https://www.ashoka.edu.in/profile/christophe-jaffrelot/

10 https://www.facebook.com/AshokaUniversity/photos/a.379454312140362/587359348016523/

" https://casi.sas.upenn.edu/visiting/gillesverniers

12 https://www.csh-delhi.com/about/institution/

13 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09584935.2015.1029243

14 https://www.thequint.com/news/india/mulayam-singh-yadav-death-gilles-verniers-samajwadi-party-uttar-pradesh
15 https://www.linkedin.com/in/gillesverniers/
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University). The scientific board which was behind the project conception and
implementation comprised Christophe Jaffrelot (head of the project), Francesca R.
Jensenius (Norwegian Institute for International Affairs), Milan Vaishnav (Senior Fellow,
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace), Susan L. Ostermann (University of Notre
Dame), Tarig Thachil (UPenn), and Mukulika Banerjee (London School of Economics).'®

One of the partners of TCPD is the Digital Society Project.

Partners

'/’, C % Sru*rjrrv'.pn SeiancesP
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Partners of Trivedi Center

Created in 2018 using the award-winning V-Dem infrastructure, the Digital Society Project
is the product of a global survey of hundreds of country and area experts, covering virtually
all countries in the world from 2000 to the present.”” Itis important to note that V-Dem in its
annual reports has also been rating India poorly since 2018.

16 https://web.archive.org/web/20210228041021/https://tcpd.ashoka.edu.in/governing-body/
7 https://digitalsocietyproject.org/the-project/

20



https://web.archive.org/web/20210228041021/https:/tcpd.ashoka.edu.in/governing-body/
https://digitalsocietyproject.org/the-project/

WCher Armecar Vaite Coanct O
Vom V' o o e 0

FINANCIAL TIMES

WLAKENING DEMOCRACY

, : o~ India among ‘worst autocratisers’ in
k d Democracy under threat in the ‘year of 2
ranke elections' recent years, says Sweden's V-Dem

]04 . . Ayt hall of the worids scu® popiston wii be eniitiad %9 vote — lnsritUte
on the Agani! a baterop of graveg il bealam G Uniry nas reend

s st By o s T2 v & o e et SRS

\ Tha e O BasthAsls Sofdurity -
e- A " " Ad « e s, Malia 8 avur el & e ol yee @makloobnw,:.u
st V-Own bt

India among ‘'worst autocratisers’ in world in
recent years, says V-Dem Institute

At rn

TPCD partnered with several institutions including the Sciences Po (France) for one LIA
SPINPER program and the National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), Paris to study the
social profile of the elected representatives of the “world’s largest democracy” and its
evolution between 1962 and 2019. The SPINPER website claimed that for its data repository,
it used Al and machine learning methods for scraping, and data mining available online
undertaken jointly by TCPD and Sciences Po (& its research units CERI, CDSP, and
Médialab).'® The joint program (LIA SPINPER) by TCPD and Sciences PO also maintained
datasets on Caste, Religion, Class, Dynasty, and Gender in India.’® %

Various partners of TCDP would be a story in itself, which we would return to later.

'8 https://web.archive.org/web/20200925233020/http://liaspinper.com/

19 https://web.archive.org/web/20200925232336/http://liaspinper.com/about-the-project/
20 https://web.archive.org/web/20200925220454/http://liaspinper.com/people/
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‘{) Ashoka University @

Hame 11 November 2010.Q
The Trivedi Centre for Political Data, @ashokauniv - in collaboration with Sciences Po and National
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), Paris - organised the 4th bi-annual LIA Spinper workshop at
Ashoka University. The workshop aimed to highlight the lack of representation of Scheduled
Castes in India using data about the sociclogical profile of politicians from various Indian states.

#Ashokallniversity
*TCPD

Trivedi Center for Political Data Dissolves

In September 2023, it was reported by media that the scientific board of TCPD self-dissolved
after its co-founder Gilles Verniers was allegedly "forced to leave" as the university claimed
that Verniers did not meet the “stringent tenure process” and that “faculty who do not qualify
for tenure exit the University within 3 semesters.”?' Amid so much controversy, which
followed by Verniers resigning from Ashoka University, the scientific board of Trivedi Centre
continues to stand dissolved. After resigning from Ashoka in September 2023, almost four
months later, Vernier joined the New Delhi-based think tank Centre for Policy Research
(CPR) inJanuary 2024 as its Senior Fellow. Along with Verniers, other key members of TCPD
who appear in CPR events are Mukulika Banerjee and Pratap Bhanu Mehta who joined CPR
as honorary senior fellow.?2 2

21 https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2023/Sep/12/ashoka-universitys-political-data-centre-
board-dissolves-itself-after-founder-forced-to-leave-2614191.html

22 https://x.com/CPR India/status/1684199210005004289

23 https://x.com/CPR India/status/1499384099894669314
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Chapter 4: French Scholar in the US

Follow the Money

Irrespective of the news source, the origin seems to be going back to the same circle, The
funding that CJ received was from a US-based philanthropist organization Henry Luce
Foundation, set up in honor of Henry Luce, co-founder of TIME magazine. The funding grant
came via the US affiliate of Science Po. The Sciences Po runs its foundation in the US, i.e.,
the Sciences Po American Foundation, based in New York.?*

The center is also the base of Christophe Jaffrelot’s academic network in the US. In January
2021, the US Sciences Po Foundation/ Sciences Po American Foundation along with two
other American universities Princeton University, and Columbia University jointly conceived
a research project called ‘Muslims in a Time of Hindu Majoritarianism’, spanning three
years (2021-2024).

‘Muslims in a Time of Hindu Majoritarianism’

The narrative setting can’t get Henry blunter than this. Please try to find any similar narrative
anywhere inthe world. And yet, it was not only acceptable but ‘eminent Indologist’ CJ happily
became part of it.

SCIENCES PO, PRINCETON
AND COLUMBIA
LAUNCH NEW RESEARCH ON
"MUSLIMS IN INDIA"

Las rmusulmans an Inde radrasantant maintnant
|f

Dius de 14% d2 2 populaition,

The project was jointly developed by a professor of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton
University, Bernard Haykel along with Christophe Jaffrelot, and Manan Ahmed Asif,

24 https://www.sciencespo.fr/american-foundation/
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associate professor of history at Columbia University with support from the Alliance
Program.?s

[Note*- Alliance Program is a non-profit Franco-American academic venture between Columbia, Sciences Po, the Ecole
Polytechnique, and the Université Paris 1/Panthéon-Sorbonne.?®]

For the project, Sciences Po, Columbia, and Princeton University brought together over 30
scholars and researchers in India, the United States, France, and the UK to examine factors
impacting Indian Muslim communities.?’

Note: No details about all “30 researchers” or theirwork and funding amount were disclosed. Only
a few names have been made public, apparently for fear of exposure aka ‘trans-national-
repression’.

One of the researchers of the project is Soma Basu, an investigative journalist and doctoral
researcher at Tampere University (Finland). She is the social media research team of the
project.?® Previously, Soma Basu worked at Deccan Chronicle (Jun 2009- Nov 2009), The
Statesman (May 2010-Nov 2012), and Youth Ki Awaaz (Feb 2017-Oct 2017) before joining
Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism as a journalist fellow in October 2018. She also
worked as FactCheck Editor at AFP’s India bureau.? Since October 2020, she has been
working as a Columbia University researcher on the above-mentioned project.*®

25 https://www.princeton.edu/news/2021/01/08/haykel-receives-luce-grant-three-year-research-project-muslim-
communities-india

26 https://www.sciencespo.fr/us-foundation/sites/sciencespo.fr.us-

foundation/files/us sciences po foundation ar end 2013 web.pdf

27 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xnj5aA9tOLI&t=90s

28 https://www.tuni.fi/en/soma-basu

23 https://www.linkedin.com/in/somabasujournalist/details/experience/
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The Funding

For the project, “Muslims in a Time of Hindu Majoritarianism.

US Sciences Po Foundation

AMOUNT $185000
AWARD DATE March 4, 2020
LOCATION New Yok, New York, Unised Staves, Mideast Reglon
PROORAM Relighon in Invernational Affairs
wessiTe et pe Wwww Rsscpo.org

The project, conceived jointly by the US Sciences Po Foundation/ Sciences Po American
Foundation along with Bernard Haykel (Princeton University), and Manan Ahmed (Columbia
University) was funded by one US-based Henry Luce Foundation (HLF). For the project, the
Sciences Po American Foundation received USD 385,000 in March 2020.3" 32 However, the
public announcement regarding the same was done in 2021.

We will come back to some of the other members who were joint recipient of the fund. But
first, the Fund itself. For the record, Time Magazine is independent of the HLF. And yet, you
might not think so. In a surprising coincidence, the Time’s articles mood is same as the HLF
funding mood.

31 https://www.hluce.org/grants/grants/muslims-in-india-in-a-time-of-hindu-majoritarianism/
32 https://www.princeton.edu/news/2021/01/08/haykel-receives-luce-grant-three-year-research-project-muslim-
communities-india
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PART II: A Luce’ Wonderland

Founded by Henry Robinson Luce, co-founder and editor-in-chief of Time Inc. (Magazine),
the Henry Luce Foundation (HLF) is a major private philanthropic foundation based in New
York City since its inception in 1936. The foundation is known for its philanthropic work in
various fields, including journalism, higher education, and public policy.*?

So, they claim.

33 https://www.hluce.org/about/
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Chapter 5: The Man Who Invented Time

Brief History of the Henry Luce Foundation (HLF) Founder

Early Life

Henry R. Luce, the founder of HLF (Henry Luce Foundation), was born in Tengchow, China,
on 3rd April 1898 to American Presbyterian missionary parents. Incidentally, he was
mentored and supported financially by another Presbyterian ‘philanthropist’ Nancy Fowler
McCormicks. She was said to have given more money to the Presbyterian Church than any
other "citizen of the United States.

Luce later joined Yale, and after graduating in 1920 and spending a year at Oxford, Luce
pursued journalism as a means to promote his internationalist vision. He was particularly
interested in America’s relationship with Asia and lobbied for America’s involvement in the
affairs of China. For this, he became a central figure within a powerful network “China lobby”
batting for Nationalist Kuomintang, and was a strong supporter of Christian educational
missions in China. Later they were defeated by the Communists and moved to present-day
Taiwan.

In college, Luce and his long-time associate Briton Hadden became members of the
secretive Skull and Bones group in 1919. Other members of this secret society include
William Howard Taft, Henry L. Stimson, William Averell Harriman, Clarence Douglas
Dillon, Frederick Trubee Davison, James Jesus Angleton, William F. Buckley, McGeorge
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Bundy, Robert A. Lovett, Potter Stewart, Lewis Lapham, George H. W. Bush and his son,
George W. Bush. Hadden and Luce used their contacts through the Skull and Bones secret
society to source funds for setting up the Time.

Luce, unlike his partner Hadden, was not averse to fascist forces and permitted an outright
pro-fascist slant and perverted the news every week. He would be called a possessed man.
When his long-time friend Hadden was seriously ill, Luce badgered him on his deathbed to
part with his shares of the company so that he could run Time as he pleased. Hadden did not
want this, as he feared the free of moral Luce might further tabloid the publications. He
eventually managed to secure Hadden’s share after his death, despite Hadden writing a will
that it should not be sold to him for the next half a century.

Immediately after Hadden's death, Luce got his name erased as co-founder of Time, though
he always expressed his explicit admiration of the person.

Luce married a second time with Clare Boothe, the former managing editor of Vanity Fair,
and later opened another publication Life. Luce was also instrumental in the British Secret
Service the British Security Coordination (BSC), which lobbied and manipulated US public
opinion towards joining the war. Time played a crucial role. Incidentally, an office of BSC was
opened in the Rockefeller Centre in Manhattan with the agreement of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt and J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI. British Ernest Cuneo, who was "empowered to feed
select British intelligence items about Nazi sympathizers and subversives to friendly
journalists, worked closely with editors and publishers including Henry Luce, Arthur Hays
Sulzberger (New York Times), Helen Rogers Reid (New York Herald Tribune), Paul C.
Patterson (Baltimore Sun), Marshall Field lll (Chicago Sun) and Ralph Ingersoll (Picture
Magazine).

Henry and CIA

But Luce's most inspiring stints were at home. In a way, the man who declared the century
as American was aninstitution in himself. He helped shape and run some of the most critical
US deep-state operations.

Henry Luce used his media empire to get Dwight D. Eisenhower elected as president. In
return, in 1953 Eisenhower appointed his spouse Clare Booth Luce ambassador to Italy; the
first American woman ambassador to a major country. Claudio Accogli, an Italian historian,
argues that Luce was heavily involved in covert anti-communist activities with local CIA
personnel. Larry Hancock adds: "With no-holds-barred political activism and heavy
spending (including the support of the SIFAR/Italian Army Secret Service), Luce and the CIA
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managed to block the probable takeover of the center-left governments, an alliance between
Christian Democrats (DC) and the Socialist Democratic Party (PSI)."

According to Carl Bernstein, Luce's close friend Charles Douglas Jackson, the publisher of
Life Magazine, was "Henry Luce's personal emissary to the CIA". He also claimed that in the
1950s Jackson had arranged for CIA employees to travel with Time-Life credentials as cover.
Drew Pearson supported this view: "Life magazine is always pulling chestnuts out of the fire
forthe CIA, and I recall that C. D. Jackson of the Life-Time empire was the man who arranged
for the CIA to finance the Freedom Balloons. C. D. Jackson, Harold Stassen, and the other
boys who went with me to Germany spent money like water while | paid my own way. | always
was suspicious that a lot of dough was coming from unexplained quarters and didn't learn
until sometime later that the CIA was footing the bill."

The Luce family also funded Alpha 66

In 1962 Alpha 66 launched several raids on Cuba. This included attacks on port installations
and foreign shipping. The authors of Deadly Secrets: The CIA-Mafia War Against Castro and
the Assassination of JFK (1981) argue that Clare Boothe Luce paid for one of the boats used

in these raids: "The anti-communist blonde took a maternal interest in the three-man crew
she adopted. She brought them to New York three times to ‘mother’ them.

Kennedy Assassination

When John F Kennedy was assassinated, CD Jackson, Luce's conduit to the CIA, purchased
the Zapruder Film on behalf of Luce. The films were the most clear documents of the
assassination of Kennedy. Surprisingly, Luce and company never commercially used the
footage, despite having bought it at a very high price. Coincidentally, soon after the
assassination Jackson also successfully negotiated with Marina Oswald spouse of the
alleged killer, the exclusive rights to her story. Peter Dale Scott argues in his book Deep
Politics and the Death of JFK (1996) that Jackson, on the urging of Allen Dulles, the CIA head,
employed Isaac Don Levine, a veteran CIA publicist, to ghost-write Marina's story. This story
never appeared in print.

Déja vu: In the 1940s, the US policymakers and the public were divided into two groups —those
supporting US involvement in war and those opposing it. The one supporting the US’ more
aggressive international role set up what is called the Council for Democracy, with Luce a key
player. The one opposing was ‘America First’. The name ‘Democracy’ is a euphemism. As an
author described Luce, his world was American supremacy by staying in a constant state of war.
That was Luce dream world. Today again, there are ‘Democracy Philanthropists’ batting against
MAGA.

31



https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKbernsteinC.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAjacksonCD.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAlife.htm
http://www.timelife.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TopCategoriesDisplay?langId=-1&storeId=1001&catalogId=10001
https://spartacus-educational.com/USApearsonD.htm
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Deadly-Secrets-CIA-mafia-Against-Assassination/dp/1560250534/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1321344775&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Deadly-Secrets-CIA-mafia-Against-Assassination/dp/1560250534/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1321344775&sr=8-1
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKzapruderF.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAjacksonCD.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKoswaldM.htm
https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKscottD.htm
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss_b?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Deep+Politics+and+the+Death+of+JFK&x=23&y=16
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss_b?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Deep+Politics+and+the+Death+of+JFK&x=23&y=16
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAdullesA.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Don_Levine
https://spartacus-educational.com/2WWcia.htm

Chapter 6: The Philanthropy: Henry Luce Foundation

The manwho invented Time also invented Life. And also founded a philanthropy. Having seen
other American philanthropists like Soros, we would be forgiven for some amount of healthy
scepticism about such enterprise, and we were not disappointed.

Since its inception, the HLF has been led by individuals who have either served in the US
government or have been part of other influential philanthropic fronts or think tanks in the
US including - Asia Foundation, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). For those uninitiated, all three are US deep-state
projects. It’s not that we are saying so, it’s the CIA's declassified publications themselves.

The Asia Foundation

Founded in 1954, The Asia Foundation (TAF) was established by the CIA to carry out cultural
and educational activities on behalf of the United States Government through channels
inaccessible to official U.S. agencies. In the past, The Asia Foundation has acknowledged
receiving funds from the CIA. 3% Currently, The Asia Foundation (TAF) is a private, non-
governmental organization devoted to promoting democracy, the rule of law, and market-
based development in post-war Asia.*®

TAF is also believed to be the successor of the Committee for a Free Asia (CFA) which was
actually formed in 1951.% And in 1954 CFA’s name was changed to now known TAF.
Committee for Free Asia was used by the CIA for its operations including broadcasting anti-
Communist Propaganda.?’

6. EVALUATION OF OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY IN FY-1955

Establishment and scceptence of CFA in Asia, referred to above,
depend to a large extent on the general "charecter" which Asians ascribe
the organmization.

The name "Committee For Free Asia" has proved an impediment in the
establishment of the character desired for CFA, It has a political comnotation
and irritates Asians, proud of the fact that they are already free. Tharefore,
the name is being changed to "The Asia Foundation" and appropriate organi-
zational changes are being made in that comection.

34 https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP75-00149R000100550007 -7.pdf

35 https://asiafoundation.org/our-people/founders/

36 https://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2017/nov/02/taf-1/

37 https://www.nytimes.com/1977/12/26/archives/worldwide-propaganda-network-built-by-the-cia-a-
worldwide-network.html
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The Committee for Free Asia, according to former C.1.A. officials, was founded as the Eastern
counterpart of the Free Europe Committee. It later changed its name to the Asia Foundation.
The Asia Foundation was headed for years by the ‘late Robert Blum, who, several sources
said, resigned from the C.l.A. to take it over.*® ** The foundation provided cover for at least
one C.I.A. operative and carried out a variety of media-related ventures.

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)

The Council on Foreign Relations, established in 1921 with its headquarters in New York City,
is a prominent think tank renowned for its expertise in U.S. foreign policy and global affairs.*°
Despite the organization's assertions of independence and non-partisanship, long-standing
rumours and speculations have persisted concerning its historical ties to the CIA.

Both these entities have had a symbiotic relationship for years. In September 2007, then CIA
Director Gen. Michael V. Hayden attended an event hosted by the CFR.#' Similarly, on March
13, 2015, then CIA Director John Brennan also attended and spoke at the Council on Foreign
Relations on the agency's strategy for strengthening intelligence-gathering capabilities and
how the agency will be restructured to accomplish those goals.*? In 2016, Brennan attended
the CFR event and spoke on transnational threats to global security.*?

Besides, in the past, CFR has been alleged to have served as a recruitment ground for the
CIA, with the intelligence agency actively seeking out and recruiting CFR members and
experts. It has also been documented that it was rather the CFR that set up the CIA.

. To this end the Council om Foreign Relations begsn training the lesser

lights of the m}anizatmn for gm'om%’c‘m service, :ﬁuc the heierarchy set about
jartaining control of both major political parties. Study groups were funneled,
together with theresults of their "studies", into the various government departments-
[particularly into the Department of State. A reserve supply o% these agents
accunulated in C.F.R. headquarters until, following the election of Franklin D,
[Roosevelt, they were poured into the highest echelons of Govermment and were known
as the Brain Trust.

Once again a world war broke cut in Purope, and as the Mar Lords of Wall

Presdent foobbRP RN eL B BN R S FER AR et B

Approved For Release 2001/11/01 : CIA-RDP74800415R000300070031-4

o CIA-pg.3
MR, which bocame known as Office of Strateeic Services (0S5). What. if

38 hitps://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2017/aug/17/robert-blum-spy-who-shaped-world-part-1/
39 https://asiafoundation.org/people/robert-blum/

40 https://www.cfr.org/about

41 https://irp.fas.org/cia/product/dcia090707.html

4 https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/live-cia-director-john-brennan-speaks-cfr

43 https://www.youtube.com/live/ulQDgxI9FtM
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C.I.A.~ ITS WARS FINANCED BY TAXES

The Central Intelligence Agency, the brain-child of Allen Dulles, has been
financed for nearly a quarter of a century to the tuze of many billions of dollars,
by the American people. It is to be regarded by the more informed and less
fuluble of the American Public as a spy agency of the Council on Foreign Relations.

t has been enabled through its vast resources to join with other goverrment-
financed “give-away'' agencies, such as the still more gemerously funded operations
of the Agercy for International Development. Recent news rts reveal that the
C.1.A. has been fmxzami fighting wars all over the without the
KNOLWEDGE -- much less consent -- of Congress. s

The war in Knugn was an excellent example of the objectives of these wars.
There the principal objective was appropriation of the immensely rich Union
Miniere and its vast copper resources. The late Congressman Donald Bruce of
Indiana, who made an independent investigation to deternine where the
KATANGA  profits of this war woere to be diverted, came up with the names of some
A BLOOD of the wealthiest members of the C.F.R., including one of the President's
RED closest advisers and the Director of the AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
EXAMPLE  DEVELOPMENT (who resigned upon discovery). The brother of Dag
Hammrskpld was to be one of the profiteers from the loot of the war
being nsred by the United Nations with the ﬁweﬂ-ent of the United States pro-
viding air transport for the bloodiest war this century. The high courage
and devotion to duty and country displayed by Congressman Bruce was completely
lost on a Congress devoted to the Money Trust. They were AFRAID to challenge its
right to loot this nation, to ke and launch wars bringing death and a fate
worse than death to MILLIONS of young Americans, and to usurp the powers, not only
of Congress, but of the whole government -- brought under control of the United
" States. CONGRESS IS AFRAID OF THEM but not of the betrayed people.
#it, ERUCE Congressman Bruce died very young and very unexpectedly, which seems
HAB.TOO to be the fate of those who antagonize the Money Trust.
YOUNG e = e .
70 DIB} —— C.I.A. HAS GONE COMMERCIAL %

I As you will see - the C. I. A. has built up an enormous business eat is:
including en air-line said to be about tho sé:g of Pan berican in number o

planes (Air America), the "larges: O3 cated aircraft maintenance in
| the Far East," and other commercial enterprises. /
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Remembering that the President of the Council on Foreign
Relations set up the C.I.A. which Congress finances with the earn-
i ings of the helpless American workers, it is a moot question as to

ust
é.I.A., nor does the C.I.A. report to Congress regarding the manner
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LA 1968 at Pratt House in New York
City, the headquarters of the Council on Foreign Relations. This
meeting was said to have included Secretary of Treasury, Mr. C.
Douglas Dillon. The object of the meeting, according to this Teport,
disxiion‘:g EiI.A.fbus :s, :int:lurllng1 the use by C.I.A. of other
: es 50 O ivate corporations in expanding its activ .
that the current girec Mr. ii:t.ies
not mentioned in the rt and that Mr. Helms' name does not appear
on any C,F.R. list available to us, as do the names of the others
mentioned. Recent reports indicate that Mr be
favor with the C.F.R. and on his way out of
does not r to ess, but it does report
Foreign Relaticns. e e

Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)

Founded in 1962, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) is a think tank
created at Georgetown University, Washington DC. CSIS was established by Admiral Arleigh
Burke, who had previously served as the Chief of Naval Operations. CSIS became an
independent, non-profit, bipartisan think tank in 1987, and is currently headquartered in
Washington DC.*

CSIS is currently led by John J Hamre (President and CEQ), who is also on the board of
directors of the Henry Luce Foundation (HLF).®

44 https://www.csis.org/programs/international-security-program/arleigh-burke-chair-strategy
45 https://www.csis.org/about
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Both CSIS and Georgetown University enjoyed a special relationship with the CIA, more
particularly before Jimmy Carter served in the office as 39™" US President. CIA operated on
university campuses both overtly and covertly; maintained academic relations and engaged
in political activities. There is a list of former high CIA officers associated with Georgetown
University and CSIS. The list includes two retired CIA directors James Schlesinger who went
on to serve as senior advisor and chairman of a study group with the CSIS. Another CIA
official, George Carver who also served as station chief in Saigon and West Germany went
on to become a Senior fellow at CSIS.*® The list of linkages between CIA and Georgetown
University — CSIS goes on.¥

The Honourable Members of the HLF

Mariko Silver

The President and CEO of the Henry Luce Foundation (HLF) since July 2019, Mariko Silver is
a former Acting Assistant Secretary of International Affairs (homeland security and

international policy) between February 2009 and November 2011 during then-US President
Barack Obama’s first tenure. Besides, she has also worked as a Technology Policy Specialist
at Columbia University (2001-02) and also worked as a Policy Advisor at the Office of the
Governor in the State of Arizona (Aug 2008-Jul 2009). In November 2011, she joined Arizona
State University as Senior Counsellor to the President before becoming the President of
Bennington College in 2013 until July 2019. She continues to be a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations (CFR) since 2018.484°

John J. Hamre

Member of the board of directors of HLF, John Julian Hamre is an American international
relations scholar belonging to the Republican party.*® He is also the CEO of the Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) at Georgetown University since January 2000.
Before joining CSIS, he held the position of the 26th U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defence. In his
role as Comptroller, Dr Hamre was the principal assistant to the Secretary of Defense,
responsible for the preparation, presentation, and execution of the defense budget, as well
as management improvement programs. In 2007, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates

46 https://www.nytimes.com/1994/06/30/obituaries/george-carver-jr-security-expert-and-cia-official-is-
dead-at-64.html

47 https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP90-00806R000100270005-6.pdf

48 https://www.hluce.org/about/staff/117-mariko-silver/

49 https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariko-silver-1451401/details/experience/

50 https://www.hluce.org/about/board-directors/20-john-j-hamre/
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appointed Dr Hamre as the chairman of the Defense Policy Board, a position he held for four
consecutive Secretaries of Defense.®’

Terrence B. Adamson

Co-chair of the Board of Directors of HLF since 2022, Terrance B Adamson is a former Vice
President of Global Law Affairs at Boeing (May 2016- 2020) and a member of the Board of
Directors of The Carter Center since 1993. Since 1985, he has also been serving as Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of The Asia Foundation since 1985.52 The Asia Foundation is a
Centrallntelligence Agency (CIA) proprietary, established in 1954 by the agency to undertake
cultural and educational activities on behalf of the United States Government in ways not
open to official U.S. agencies.%®

Michelle Douenias

Michelle Douenias has been the Senior Program Manager for Luce Scholars at the Henry
Luce Foundation since 2022. Prior to that, she held numerous positions within the HLF since
1990 to date. Notably, she also oversees The Asia Foundation grant.5* %°

Mary Brown Bullock

Mary Brown Bullock is a missionary and scholar who specializes in the US-China relations.
She served as the inaugural executive vice chancellor of Duke Kunshan University in
Kunshan, China (2012-15). Prior to that, she held notable positions such as distinguished
visiting professor of Chinese studies at Emory University, director of the Asia program at the
Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars, and director of The Committee on Scholarly
Communications with the People's Republic of China at the National Academy of Sciences.
From 1995 to 2006, she served as the president of Agnes Scott College.*® %’

She is currently the vice-chair of The Asia Foundation and director of the Henry Luce
Foundation.

51 https://www.csis.org/people/john-j-hamre
52 https://www.linkedin.com/in/terry-adamson-4344328/details/experience/

53 https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1964-
68v10/d132#:~:text=The%20Asia%20Foundation%20(TAF)%2C,open%20to%200fficial%20U.S.%20agencies
54 https://www.linkedin.com/in/michelle-douenias-03b5139/details/experience/

55 https://www.hluce.org/about/staff/34-michelle-douenias/

56 https://www.hluce.org/about/board-directors/17-mary-brown-bullock/

57 https://www.marybrownbullock.com/about-the-author/
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Chapter 7: Luce’ Wonderland - India in 2024

HLF funding to Fronts on India in the run-up to Elections 2024
HLF’s funding of India is by definition electoral interference. We could not fathom any other
interpretation of the fact that funds were allocated to fronts with known bias and anti-India
affiliation — in 2020/2021 for three years on topics that were explicitly designed to create a
negative narrative.

If you can find alternative explanations, please help us out.

A plethora of individuals and groups funded by the Henry Luce Foundation (HLF), especially
those operating out of the USA and France have been involved by means of articles in the
Western press, the conduct of online/ physical events, and creating micro-narratives
through social media posts/blogs.

The Narrative Funding Web
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Since 2020-21, the HLF has made six major grants to organizations to work on projects
pertaining to India for the next three years. The operative words should be the ‘next three
years’. The organizations that were granted funds from the Henry Luce Foundation (HLF)
already have questionable intent owing to their past works/ reports, physical events, and
creating micro-narratives to paint a slanted narrative against India, some of which have
already been exposed by Disinfolab in previous reports.

A. Berkeley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affairs

In January 2021, the Henry Luce Foundation granted USD 346,000 to Berkeley Center for
Religion, Peace and World Affairs (BCRPWA), housed at Georgetown University.*® ** The
three-year grant was aimed at ‘Transatlantic Policy Network on Religion and Diplomacy’
(TPNRD) to expand its public engagement efforts, forge new partnerships, and refine its
approach to fostering transatlantic diplomatic collaboration and policy-relevant scholarship
in the field of religion and international affairs. Following the grant, TPNRD, which was
originally based at Cambridge University, migrated to Georgetown University’s Berkeley
Center as one of Georgetown's ongoing programs. ¢

BERKLEY CENTER

for Religion, Peace & World Affairs
GEORGETOWN_UNIVERSITY

$346,000 Luce Grant to Fund the Transatlantic Policy Network on
Religion and Diplomacy at Georgetown University

WASHINGTON (January 27, 2021)—The Berkley Center has received a $346.000 grant from
the Henry Luce Foundation to fund the Transatlantic Policy Network on Religion and Diplomacy
(TPNRD), which will migrate from Cambridge University to Georgetown University as one of
Georgetown’s ongoing programs. The three-year grant will help the TPNRD to expand its public
engagement, capitalize on opportunities to forge new partnerships, and fine-tune its method of
fostering transatlantic diplomatic collaboration and policy-relevant scholarship in the field of
religion and international affairs.

58 https://s3.amazonaws.com/berkley-center/210127%20LuceTPNRDGrantPressRelease.pdf
59 https://www.hluce.org/grants/grants/transatlantic-policy-network-on-religion-diplomacy/
60 https://www.hluce.org/news/articles/transatlantic-policy-network-religion-and-diplomacy-moves-georgetown-

university/
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What is the Transatlantic Policy Network on Religion and Diplomacy (TPNRD)?

TPNRD was founded by the European External Action Service and the U.S. State Department
in 2015 and is a policy forum of top diplomats from foreign ministries in the European and
Atlantic regions (North American region) whose portfolios focus on religion-related issues.®’
Following the merger, TPNRD’s content and its entirety shifted to a new website
www.Religionanddiplomacy.org which was registered on April 15, 2021.52¢3

BCRPWA-TPNRD Interference Ahead of Elections in India

Almost six months ahead of the Indian General Elections 2024, in October 2023, the
Berkeley Center for Religion (BCRPWA) along with the Transatlantic Policy Network on
Religion and Diplomacy (TPNRD) published a report titled ‘THE HINDU RIGHT AND INDIA’S
RELIGIOUS DIPLOMACY’.% The report alludes to how India is investing in religious diplomacy
which essentially has a Hindu character and further concludes how India’s reputation has
declined in the eyes of Western governments & thinktanks and references the Country of
Particular Concern (CPC) tag labelled on India by the U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF).%® The report in turn was funded by the Henry Luce Foundation
owing to the fiscal backing of TPNRD by Henry Luce Foundation since 2021.

The Berkiey Center for Religlon, Peace, and World Aftalrs ol Geargetown Usiversity

BERKLEY CENTER

for Religion, Peace & World Affairs
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

The Transafiantic Pollcy Network on Religlon and Diplomacy (TPNRD)
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affaies ‘ £ W
TRANSATLANTIC POLICY NETWORK f religion and 1 PONCY- BRSEs nnag
ON RELIGION & DIPLOMACY 2 & 2021 the TPNRD project has bean t

The grant and report or symptomatic of the narrative cycle against India. The report laments
that ‘India’s image is down’ in Western eyes, and quotes the USCIRF and other Western
media. What it does not explore and document as to how this space and organizations such
as USCIRF have come to be dominated by individuals in cahoot with radical Islamists and

61 https://2009-2017.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2016/06/258658.htm

62 https://religionanddiplomacy.org/about/

63 https://who.is/whois/religionanddiplomacy.org

64 https://s3.amazonaws.com/berkley-center/231025HallHinduRightindiasReligiousDiplomacyPolicyBrief.pdf

65 https://s3.amazonaws.com/berkley-center/231025HallHinduRightindiasReligiousDiplomacyPolicyBrief.pdf#page=11
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Christian missionaries. And that the narrative in Western media is based on a ghetto of
reporters/ experts who are all part of one small group, all funded and cultivated by the same
set of ‘philanthropists’ such as Soros and Luce among others.

B. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (CEIP)

Another front that benefitted from the grants of the Henry Luce Foundation is the Washington
DC-based think tank, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (CEIP). HLF’s funding
to CEIP for projects pertaining to India has been made on two occasions i.e., in 2018 and
2020.% ¢ |In 2020, HLF granted USD120,000 to CEIP for the project, “Communalizing
CitizenshipinIndia”. As aresult, two years later, on June 2, 2022, CEIP published a collection
of essays which were sponsored by grants from HLF which are as follows:®®

i Religion, Citizenship, and Belonging in India- By Madhav Khosla (Author) and
Milan Vaishnav (Director & Senior Fellow of South Asia Program, CEIP)®°

ii. Reinventing the Republic: Faith and Citizenship in India- By Niraja Gopal Jayal
(Avantha Chair at King’s India Institute at King’s College, London)”® She also
served on the advisory board of V Dem alongside Pratap Bhanu Mehta.

iii. Hindu Nationalism: From Ethnic Identity to Authoritarian Repression- By Pratap
Bhanu Mehta (Laurence S. Rockefeller Visiting Professor for Distinguished
Teaching at Princeton University) 7' (more details about Pratap Bhanu Mehta
provided in subsequent sections.)

iv. New India, Hindutva Constitutionalism, and Muslim Political Attitudes- By Hilal
Ahmed (Associate Professor at the Center for the Study of Developing Societies
in New Delhi)”?

V. Representation and Legitimacy in the Supreme Court: Adjudicating Law and
Religion in India- By Raeesa Vakil (J.S.D. candidate at Yale Law School)”®

66 https://www.hluce.org/grants/grants/communalizing-citizenship/

87 https://www.hluce.org/grants/grants/religious-populism-and-the-future-of-indian-democracy/
68 https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2022/06/religion-citizenship-and-belonging-in-
india?lang=en&center=russia-eurasia

69 https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2022/06/religion-citizenship-and-belonging-in-
india?lang=en&center=russia-eurasia

70 https://ceipfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/2022-India-Citizenship-Jayal-final.pdf

71 https://ceipfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/2022-India-Citizenship-Mehta-final.pdf
72 https://ceipfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/2022-India-Citizenship-Ahmed-final.pdf
73 https://ceipfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/2022-India-Citizenship-Vakil-final.pdf
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Vi.

Religion-as-Ethnicity and the Emerging Hindu Vote in India- By Neelanjan Sircar’*
(Senior fellow at the Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi)
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Essays by CEIP funded by HLF

In case there remains a doubt, the previous HLF funding removes that. The HLF funding to
CEIP, especially the timing, remains a case study for electoral interference. CEIP received a
total of USD 40,000 from the Henry Luce Foundation in November 2018 which was under the
project titled, ‘Religious Populism and the Future of Indian Democracy’.”® 76 On April 4, 2019,
CEIP published a report titled, ‘The BJP in Power: Indian Democracy and Religious

74 https://ceipfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/2022-India-Citizenship-Sircar-final.pdf

75 https://www.hluce.org/grants/grants/religious-populism-and-the-future-of-indian-democracy/

76 https://x.com/HLuceFdn/status/1118556736116416516
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Nationalism’.”” The report was published one week ahead of the 2019 General Elections
which began on April 11, 2019. The report in its evaluation of the Indian democracy ahead of
the 2019 Indian general elections was essentially a documentation on the country’s then-
ruling party- Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and alluded to how India under BJP had been
backsliding in many aspects including the continued decline of the Indian military.”®

The report was authored by the Director & Senior Fellow of the South Asia Program, CEIP,
Milan Vaishnav with contributions from Christophe Jaffrelot, Gautam Mehta, Abhijnan
Rej, Rukmini S., Rahul Sagar, and Rahul Verma. It is worthwhile to note that Jaffrelot is also
a member and non-resident scholar of the South Asia Program at Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace.”

C. Al Accountability Project & Digital Witness Lab

In 2023, Pulitzer Center partnered with an organization Digital Witness Lab for their project
Al Accountability Fellowships, which seeks to support journalists working on in-depth Al
accountability stories pertaining to the governments' use of technologies. The project was
directly funded by the Open Society Foundations for which the Pulitzer Centre received
$432,000 in 2021 for a period of two years, within which the program was launched.
Notably, Pulitzer Center has also received funding from The Henry Luce Foundation

amounting to $500,000 granted in 2019 for reporting and university collaborations on religion
in global affairs. &

OPEN SOCIETY _
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* Pulitzer Contar on Crisis Reporting 2021 $432 000
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...... hica lsaming grants, incressing public sccess to mfnrmation on Al sad for Joumalism Informution Program
communitios most sifected by the hwrms of technology and furtheeing Al Iitoracy and
capancity m U rrodin fuld
2 yuarn Glotal
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7T https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2019/04/the-bjp-in-power-indian-democracy-and-religious-nationalism
8 https://carnegie-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/static/files/BJP_In Power final.pdf

9 https://carnegieendowment.org/people/christophe-jaffrelot

80 https://pulitzercenter.org/blog/open-call-proposals-pulitzer-centers-ai-accountability-fellowships

81 https://www.hluce.org/grants/grants/beyond-religion-reporting-projects-and-educational-initiatives-
with-pulitzer-center-partner-universities/
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Launched on November 7, 2022, Digital Witness Lab (DWL) is a program at the Center For
Information Technology Policy (CITP) at Princeton University to debunk misinformation
campaigns during elections in India and Brazil and to build tools for journalists to capture
bad actors on platforms that manipulate user information. 8 While DWL was set up back in
2022, it became active on social media platforms during the election cycle in 2024.

DWL is headed by journalist and engineer Surya Mattu. 8 The India Research Lead of DWL is
Kumar Sambhav Shrivastava, a Pulitzer Grantee and co-founder of Reporter’s Collective.

The Reporters Collective

Reporters Collective is a New Delhi-based media portal co-founded by Nitin Sethi and
Kumar Sambhav Shrivastava. Itis one of the members of the Global Investigative Journalism
Network, which receives direct funding from organizations including the Open Society
Foundation and Ford Foundation among others.?

Another member of The Reporters Collective and also a Pulitzer fellow, Srishti Jaiswal. Srishti
Jaiswal is also a member of the Digital Witness Lab (DWL) which is housed inside the
Princeton University and its India research lead is The Reporters’ Collective co-founder
Kumar Sambhav.%®

DIGITAL
» WITNESS
.. LAR

82 https://citp.princeton.edu/citp-launches-the-digital-witness-lab-to-help-journalists-track-bad-actors-
on-platforms/

83 https://www.digitalwitnesslab.org/team/surya-mattu

84 https://giin.org/about-us/sponsors-and-supporters/

85 https://www.digitalwitnesslab.org/team
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DWL member Srishti Jaiswal has written articles for the portal Rest of the World which was
duly promoted by the Pulitzer Center. Two of the articles that she has written for Rest of the
World are titled “Inside the BJP’s WhatsApp Machine” and “The Data Collection App at the
Heart of the BJP’s Indian Election Campaign”.86 ¢’
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Notably, Rest of the World has also been awarded a grant from the Henry Luce Foundation.
In December 2023, the HLF granted $100,000 to the Rest of the World for its coverage of
religion and technology.®® It is worth noting that most of the grants HLF has given away to
entities we have mapped in this report are particularly for these two subjects- religion and
technology, the same is reflected in the literary works of its grantees.

Jaswal has written for The Caravan magazine, Hindustan Times, Newslaundry, Vice World
News, and Al Jazeera among others. In June 2020, Srishti was caught making Hinduphobic
statements on the microblogging platform ‘X’ (formerly Twitter). Following the incident,
Srishti’s then-employer, Hindustan Times (HT) confirmed on X that it had suspended her over
the comments she made via her X account.® That she could be trusted to write a neutral, let
alone nuanced, article on issues of religion baggers belief. But if one were to get a pre-
decided slant, she would be a natural choice.

86 The Data Collection App at the Heart of the BJP's Indian Election Campaign | Pulitzer Center

87 Inside the BJP's WhatsApp Machine | Pulitzer Center

88 https://restofworld.org/inside/rest-of-world-receives-100000-grant-from-henry-luce-foundation/
89 https://x.com/HindustanTimes/status/1278723758518235136
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@ Srishti Jaswal

Because this is what Krishna did. He
was a womanizer, a fuckboi and
commitment phobic maniac

And | am a Hindu and I've read
mythology.
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Similarly, in 2018, her colleague at DWL, and also the co-founder of The Reporters’ Collective,
Kumar Sambhav Shrivastava wrote a misleading article stating the Union environment
ministry had proposed a project in Delhi involving the construction 120-metre-high office
building of approximately 30 storeys, designed in the shape of a conch.® The article
criticized the structure for inflicting a toll on the trees in the vicinity of the proposed project
and disturbing the skyline.

Panchjanya project: Centre
wants to bring Krishna's

mythological conch to Delhi

A conchshaped bullding will be part of a
proposed museum district near Delhi
Zoo, Pragatl Maldan and Old Fort

" L ¥ ‘ v

Fact: The location that was mentioned in the article, no conch shell infrastructure was
constructed, rather in that place now stands the building of Bharatmandapam. Sambhav
wrote no follow-up article on the same. A similar building matching the same description, i.e.
the shape of a conch shell, was inaugurated in West Bengal in 2023.°" Sambhav did no
reporting on this either

90 https://scroll.in/article/885281/centre-looks-at-developing-area-near-delhi-zoo-even-as-its-other-
projects-in-city-hit-tree-barrier

91 https://scroll.in/video/1047348/watch-aerial-views-of-new-conch-shaped-auditorium-in-kolkata

46



https://scroll.in/article/885281/centre-looks-at-developing-area-near-delhi-zoo-even-as-its-other-projects-in-city-hit-tree-barrier
https://scroll.in/article/885281/centre-looks-at-developing-area-near-delhi-zoo-even-as-its-other-projects-in-city-hit-tree-barrier
https://scroll.in/video/1047348/watch-aerial-views-of-new-conch-shaped-auditorium-in-kolkata

D. Human Rights Watch

In March 2020, Human Rights Watch (HRW) received USD 300,000 from Henry Luce
Foundation (HLF), for ‘Renewed support for research about and documentation of religious
intolerance and violence in three countries in Asia’ Of those three Asian countries, it was
neither specified by HLF nor HRW. However, as the saying goes, the devil lies in the details.

The URL of the grant-making link gave away the names of those countries, namely- Myanmar,
Indonesia, and India.*?

Why specifically these countries, is a question to ponder over.

II_JB E HENRY
LUCE LUCE SCWOLARS OURWORK  OURPROCRAMS  QORANTS  NCWS  ADOUT o
FOUNDATION

A HOME / ORANTS

Renewed support for research about and documentation of religious intolerance

and violence in three countries in Asia.
Human Rights Watch

To no surprise, the HRW has published reports in 2023, that have been highly critical of
human rights issues in India for years. While HRW publishes annual reports for countries, it
is supported by grants from the Ford Foundation,®® and over USD 6.4 million from the Open
Society Foundations (OSF) since 2016. % HRW has been a recipient of Henry Luce
Foundation funding since 1992, and in 2020, it received a USD 300,000 grant from the
foundation to document religious intolerance and violence in three Asian countries,
including India.*® Taking that into consideration, HRW’s reports have been found to be
publishing reports critical of India, on pretexts of COVID-19 impact in India, Article 370 in

92 https://www.hluce.org/grants/grants/countering-religious-violence-and-intolerance-in-myanmar-indonesia-and-
india/

93 https://www.fordfoundation.org/work/our-grants/awarded-grants/grantee/human-rights-watch/

94 https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past?filter keyword=Human+rights+watch
9https://www.hluce.org/grants/?sort=newest&date day=8&date month=&date year=8&keyword=human%20rights%?2
Owatch
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An even more interesting is the prevailing ghetto of experts, the same set of faces that travel
from one front to another. The Deputy Director of HRW’s Asia Division is Meenakshi Ganguly
who has been associated with the body since 2004 and was formerly its South Asia Director.
Before joining HRW, Meenakshi Ganguli was a correspondent for Time Magazine and also
worked for the Press Trust of India (PTI).%° Besides, Meenakshi Ganguly was also on the
initiatory board of the Political Conflict, Gender, and People’s Rights Initiative at the
Centre for Race and Gender (PCRes-CRG) from 2012-17 along with many other notable
names including Betsy Apple (Advocacy Director, Open Society Justice Initiative), Patrick
Ball (Executive Director, Human Rights Data Analysis Group), Harsh Mander (Director,
Center for Equity Studies), Khurram Parvez (Program Coordinator, Jammu & Kashmir
Coalition of Civil Society), Teesta Setalvad (Secretary, Citizens for Justice and Peace) among
other key names."®

We detail this front in the next chapter.

9 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/india

97 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/india

98 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/india

9 https://www.hrw.org/about/people/meenakshi-
ganguly#:.~:text=Meenakshi%20Ganguly%20is%20deputy%20director,0f%20countries%20in%20the%20region.

100 https://crg.berkeley.edu/research/research-initiatives/political-conflict-gender-and-people%E2%80%99s-rights-
initiative
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Chapter: 8 the Chicken Comes Home to Roost

Political Conflict, Gender & People’s Rights Initiative (PCRes)

One of the biggest beneficiaries of Henry Luce Foundation funding is the Political Conflict,
Gender, and People’s Rights Initiative (PCRes) housed at the Center for Race and Gender

at the University of California Berkeley.
PCRes has quite a history.

Before being revamped to its present name in 2016, PCRes was called Armed Conflict
Resolution and People’s Rights Project (ACRes), instituted in 2012 at the Center for Social
Sector Leadership, which is part of the Haas School of Business (2012-15). ACRes aimed to
'engage with affected communities, and periodically engage with members of the
Government of India,. It identifies J&K, Manipur, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Gujarat, and Odisha
as having been 'impacted by far-reaching violence on minority communities in recent
history. But the biggest takeaway is the founder.
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Berkeley Center for Race and Gender 2 Olisolob

Core Group:

Leti Volpp
Director, Centar for Race & Cender

- Hosted event on “India Elections 2024:
Hindu Nationalism, Ayodhya, and Dispossession™

Hatem Bazian
Director, Islamophobia Research &
Documentation Progect

+ Founder of Students for Justice in Palestine
+ Co-founder of American Muslims for Palestine (AMP)
+ Member of Russel Tribunal on Kashmir.

Angana P, Chatterji
Chair, Political Conflict, Gender,
& People's Rights Initiative

+ Close aide of convicted ISI mole Chulam Nabi Fal

« Part of Kashmir syliabus of Stand with Kashmir

+ Co-founder of the “International People’s Tribunal on
Human Rights and Justice in Indian-administered Kashmir®
with Parvez Imroz in 2008,

Ariana Ceja
Associate Director, Center for Race
& Gender

PCRes Scholars:

Haley Duschinski

+ Event Co-ordinator of “India Elections 2024:
Hindu Nationalism, Ayodhya, and Dispossession”

« Testimony against India in the United States Congress'
Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission,

Parvez Imroz

« Co-founder of the "International People’s Tribunal on
Human Rights and Justice in Indian-administered Kashmir"
with Angana Chatterji in 2008,

+ Founder and President of the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition
of Civil Society [JKCCS),

Christophe Jaffrelot

DP9

+ Head of the Project "MUSLIMS IN INDIA® funded by
Henry Luce Foundation.

» Chairperson of Trivedi Centre for Political Data,

+ Research Director at CERI-SciencesPo/CNRS,

**1 Khurram Parvez

PCRes Affiliates:

Pei-hsuan Wu

+ Program coordinator of Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of
Civil Societies (JXCCS) and chairperson of Philippines-based
NGO AFAD.

+ Arrestod by NIA in NGO terror-funding case,

+ She has worked with and assisted Angana Chatterjl on
Kashmir Project.

+ Research and Communications Assistant with the
International People's Tribunal on Human Rights and
Justice in Kashmir from 2008-2012

Raqgib Hameed Naik

~ Current owner of Hindutva Watch.

+ Former International correspondent with The Globe Post.
+ Pulitzer Center grantee,

+ Ex-News Director of TwoCircles.net
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The Founder

One of the founding co-chairs of (ACR-PRP) is Angana P Chatterji. She is also the co-
founder and convener (2008-12) of the People’s Tribunal on Human Rights and Justice. But
most importantly, she was one of the three Indians alongside Gautam Navalakha and Ved

Bhasin who used to attend events on Kashmir separatism (from India) organized by the
convicted IS| agent Ghulam Nabi Fai at Capitol Hill."*" 1%

In 2003, Angana Chatterji convened an event titled “A Progressive Discussion Forum on
Kashmir”, held at the California Institute of Integral Studies (CIIS) in San Francisco, where
she was then serving as a Professor of Social and Cultural Anthropology Program. ' The
speakers of the event, which promoted the self-determination of Kashmir, included Ghulam
Nabi Fai, Pakistani Physicist Dr. Pervez Hoodbhoy, and Akhila Raman (researcher of Kashmir
Conflict). ISO, Berkeley was one of the supporters of the forum. Besides, Angana has been
vile on India’s policies on matters including Kashmir (Article 370), the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), and the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) and also calls for sanctions on India via referencing the
USCIRF annual reports. After the completion of its first phase which focused on analyzing
sexual violence against women in India until 2015,'%* the ACRes project moved to the Center
for Race and Gender (CRG) in January 2016. Currently, PCRes is a research initiative at the
Center for Race and Gender at the University of California, Berkeley.

101 https://groups.google.com/g/alt.education/c/ZAcp7c96-bY?pli=1

102 https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/nation/story/20110801-us-based-isi-agent-ghulam-nabi-fai-746997-2011-
07-22

103 https://www.countercurrents.org/kashmir-raman280803.htm

104 https://www.dailycal.org/archives/campus-researchers-find-flaws-in-indian-governments-response-to-sexual-
violence/article 5ed303bb-defa-5ea6-bdal1-a252cc73173d.html
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Henry Luce Funding to PCRes-CRG

In April 2021, The Political Conflict, Gender, and People’s Rights Initiative at the Center for
Race and Gender (PCRes-CRG) received a USD 370,000 grant from the Henry Luce
ship, religion in the public sphere, and

Foundation ‘to examine the fault lines between citizen
belonging in contemporary South Asia’.’%

105 https://vcresearch.berkeley.edu/news/political-conflict-gender-and-peoples-rights-initiative-receives-henry-luce-

foundation-grant
52
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Political Conflict, Gender and People's Rights Initiative
Receives Henry Luce Foundation Grant

Apeil 12, 2021

PCRes-CRG partnered with Stanford University's Department of Anthropology and Stanford
Libraries. PCRes-CRG Founding Co-Chair and Principal Investigator Angana P. Chatterji (UC
Berkeley) along with Thomas Blom Hansen (Stanford) and Sharika Thiranagama (Stanford)
collaborated on the project funded by HLF. They also collaborated with Michael Keller
(Stanford) and C. Ryan Perkins (Stanford) for the project. They also partnered with civil
society collectives in five regions across South Asia. The Advisory Consultative Panel was
comprised of Paola Bacchetta (UC Berkeley), Abdul Jan Mohamed (UC Berkeley), and Leti
Volpp (UC Berkeley).0®

Angana and Chritophe Jaffrelot

Christophe Jaffrelot is a Distinguished Scholar (non-resident) at PCRes. Other key members
of PCRes include Paola Bacchetta, Zuleikha Chaudhari, Mihir Desai, Haley Duschinski,
Parvez Imroz, and Khurram Parvez (formerly). Research fellows of PCRes include Yashica
Dutt, Niha Masih, Pei Hsuan Wu, Raqib Hameed Naik, and Moosa Izzat.

106 https://vcresearch.berkeley.edu/news/political-conflict-gender-and-peoples-rights-initiative-receives-henry-luce-
foundation-grant
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Berkeley Center for Race and Gender

Political Conflict,
Gender and People’s
Rights Initiative

The initiatory advisory board of PCRes is an exhaustive list of individuals including Harsh
Mander, Khurram Parvez, Sam Gregory, David Cohen, Meenakshi Ganguly, Betsy Apple, and

Rajvinder Singh Bains among others. %’

107 https://crg.berkeley.edu/research/research-initiatives/political-conflict-gender-and-people%E2%80%99s-rights-

initiative#:~:text=The%20Armed%20Conflict%20Resolution%20and,next%20phase%200f%20its%20work
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PARTNERS

Aczademic Institutions

International and Diaspora Civil Society Organizations

e Rafte Foundation lor Hurman Right

South Asia Cwvif Society Organuzations

Partner organizations of PCRes (Courtesy: Center for Race & Gender website)

PCRes-CRG on Indian Elections 2024

Since October 2023, PCRes-CRG has organized several events/ webinars on subjects
including violence in Nuh (Haryana), Islamophobia, and violence in Manipur (with Niang
Hangzo, Co-Founder, NAMTA: North American Manipur Tribal Association)., Casteline,
Hindu Nationalism, and Indian elections 2024.

(For details on NAMTA please refer to our story Manipur Unrest: Foreigh Hands and
Communal Lens)'®

108 https://thedisinfolab.org/manipur-unrest/
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Events hosted by PCRes-CRG since November 2023

In the run-up to the Indian elections, on April 26, 2024, PCRes organized an online event
‘India Elections 2024: Hindu Nationalism, Ayodhya, and Dispossession’ as part of the CRG
Forum series.'™ The event was co-sponsored by the Institute for South Asia Studies, the
Department of Gender and Women’s Studies, the Berkeley Center for Right-Wing Studies,
and the Department of Anthropology - at Stanford University.

109 https://events.berkeley.edu/crg/event/243690-india-elections-2024-hindu-nationalism-ayodhya-and-di
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Itis worth noting that the grant made by HLF to PCRes-CRG for the period of three years. The
grant was made for the collaboration between PCRes-CRG and Stanford University’s
Department of Anthropology and Stanford Libraries.

Key speakers at the event were Angana Chatterji, Thomas Blom Hansen (Professor of
Anthropology and Department Chair, Stanford University), Audrey Truschke (Professor and
Asian Studies Director, School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers University — Newark), Ather Zia
(Associate Professor of Anthropology and Gender Studies, University of Northern Colorado),
Paola Bacchetta (Professor of Gender and Women’s Studies and Vice Chair for Research,
and Director, Institute for Gender and Sexuality Research, UC Berkeley), Elora Shehabuddin
(Professor of Gender and Women’s Studies and Global Studies, and Director, Subir, and
Malini Chowdhury Center for Bangladesh Studies, UC Berkeley), and Leti Volpp (Robert D.
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and Leslie Kay Raven Professor of Law, UC Berkeley School of Law, and Director, Center for
Race and Gender, UC Berkeley).'"°

Rutgers University Newark professor, Audrey Truschke, who attended the event on Indian
Elections 2024 hosted by PCRes-CRG, is also part of the South Asia Scholar Activist
Collective formed in July 2021 and has also received grants from the Henry Luce Foundation
which will be elaborated in the next chapter.

10 https://events.berkeley.edu/crg/event/243690-india-elections-2024-hindu-nationalism-ayodhya-and-di
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Side Story: Data is New Oil

New Poster Boy - Raqib Hameed Naik

Data is new oil. And this is not only because one needs data for ML/ Al. The narratives also need
data, and once data is obtained, it could be tortured to conclude anything. CJ did that with
India’s electoral data. Hence, to play up narratives of Islamophobia in India and fascism and
anarchy — one needs data. One such data project was DOTO.

[The Documentation of the Oppressed (DOTO) Database was registered in 2017 and claimed to
document data regarding violence perpetuated on Indian minorities since 2014. It was essentially a tool
by Jamaat and its fronts for mapping rising communal violence on minorities in India. DOTO was used
by Jamaat fronts ‘Save India’ and further by UNHRC for labelling India as a minority-oppressing country.
However, the most significant feature of this database is that it is fake, fabricated, and highly inflated.
Some outright fake news included in the Database has been debunked by several media. DOTO
Database shutdown months after it was also exposed by Disinfolab.]

Unfortunately, for them, Lab exposed their fakery and they ran away. Then they created the
Hindutva Watch. Unfortunately, Lab against exposed their fakery. This time, they realized that
they couldn't run away.

So, they joined other exposed or trans-nationally-repressed Anagana —in her PCRes.

The latest inclusion in the PCRes is the US-based Raqgib Hameed Naik, the founder of the
banned portalin India, Hindutva Watch. Hindutva Watch was banned in India in January 2024
for violating the Information Technology Act, of 2000."" Ragib Hameed Naik has been serving
as a key figure in leading the narratives of Islamophobia and even the caste rhetoric, as
evidenced by his articles on Al Jazeera. '"?
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The attempts to re-legitimize Ragib and his two projects Hindutva Watch and India Hate Lab
(IHL) have been going on, both domestically and internationally. Not surprising that IHL has
been proactive months ahead of the Lok Sabha Elections 2024. The portal published two
reports, purportedly documenting hate speeches against Muslims in India, fanning the
narrative of Islamophobia. These reports have been made the basis of several articles by
national and international media to highlight the rhetoric of Islamophobia in India, especially
during the run-up to the Lok Sabha Elections 2024. Following the suspension of both his
portals in India, a New Delhi-based Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF) is now representing
Ragib to challenge the ban on his portals.'® Not surprisingly, the individuals engaged with IFF
in Ragib's case have also been part of the same nexus — Soros and Thakur Foundation.

Most recently, India Hate Lab’s report was promoted by one Washington DC-based
‘Dangerous Speech Project’, which rated India as a ‘violent Islamophobic’ country ahead of
the general elections by citing the IHL report.”* As per its website, receives its operational
funding solely from private foundations, including the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation, the Ford Foundation, and the Open Society Foundations.™®

" https://scroll.in/latest/1062244/x-account-of-hindutva-watch-withheld-in-india

12 https://www.aljazeera.com/author/ragib_hameed naik 200331040916878

13 https://internetfreedom.in/delhi-hc-issues-notice-on-hindutva-watchs-petition-challenging-the-blocking-of-their-
entire-x-twitter-account-2/

114 https://dangerousspeech.org/violent-islamophobia-india-elections/

115 https://dangerousspeech.org/funding/
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Chapter 9: South Asia Scholar Activist Collective

Formed in July 2021, the South Asia Scholar Activist Collective (SASAC) describes itself as a
group of scholars, activists, and students of South Asian studies and adjacent fields based
in North America.'® The group claims to tackle and fight what it states as Hindutva ideology,
otherwise known as Hindu nationalism.""” After its formation, SASAC established its social
media mainly on Facebook on July 17, 2021.""®

SASAC is also behind the initiative Hindutva Harassment Field Manual."® To date, SASAC
has been one of the key forces behind numerous projects in the US including supporting the
Dismantling Global Hindutva (DGH) event,'?° to show support for implementing caste in the
US university anti-discrimination policies.’' The group also supported Seattle's Proposed
Ordinance to ban caste discrimination,?? and the group also supported Equality Labs’
campaign on caste in the US, based on a single rigged Caste survey published in 2018 (and
duly funded by philanthropic fronts like Open Society Foundations, Luminate Group, New
Media Ventures, and Ford Foundation).'? 124

The key members of SASAC are as follows:

i. ~ Manan Ahmed, Columbia University

ii.  Ananya Chakravarti, Georgetown University

iii.  Rohit Chopra, Santa Clara University

iv.  Purnima Dhavan, University of Washington

v.  Supriya Gandhi, Yale University

vi.  Simran Jeet Singh, Aspen Institute
Vii. Davesh Soneji, University of Pennsylvania
Viii. Dheepa Sundaram, University of Denver

ix.  Audrey Truschke, Rutgers University-Newark

116 South Asia Scholar Activist Collective. United States, 2021. Web Archive. Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
www.loc.gov/item/lcwaN0038303/

7 https://www.southasiacollective.org/

118 https://www.facebook.com/southasiascholaractivistcollective/about profile transparency

119 https://www.hindutvaharassmentfieldmanual.org/

120 https://www.southasiacollective.org/statements/statement-of-support-for-adding-caste-to-us-university-anti-
discrimination 1

121 https://www.southasiacollective.org/statements/statement-of-support-for-adding-caste-to-us-university-anti-
discrimination

122 https://www.southasiacollective.org/statements/support-for-seattles-anti-casteism-ordinance

123 https://www.instagram.com/sikhprof/p/CrtP9kPo-zy/?img_index=1

124 https://billtexts.s3.amazonaws.com/ca/ca-analysishttps-leginfo-legislature-ca-gov-faces-billAnalysisClient-xhtml-
bill-id-202320240SB403-ca-analysis-361427.pdf
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South Asia Scholar Activist Collective (SASAC)

Board Members:

Member of American Institue of Pakistan Studies (AIPS)
Audrey Truschke AIPS 201213 Fellow to Pakistan.
Rutgers University Member of Board of Advisors of Students Against
Hindutva Ideology (SAHI)

Mentor of Audrey Truschke.
Manan Ahmed Trustee of American Institue of Pakistan Studies (AIPS)
! Columbia University Member of the Project “MUSLIMS IN INDIA” funded by
Henry Luce Foundation.

Dheepa Sundaram 2023 Luce-AAR Advancing Public Scholarship Grant
University of Denver Headed "Hindutva-Explained” Project from the grant,

Disinfol.ab

thedtioh o0

Most recently, on May 14, 2023, SASAC released a statement denouncing U.S. legislation for
recognizing and endorsing ‘Hinduphobia’.'?® It was also shared by SASAC member and
Rutgers University Newark professor Audrey Truschke on her X handle.'?®

Audrey and Manan also also associated through AIPS. Audrey Truschke is married to an
American citizen (from Monterey, California) Thane Rehn, who worked at the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan in 2007.'*” In 2012-13, Audrey was selected as one of the three
candidates for short-term Fellowship to Pakistan by the American Institute of Pakistan
Studies (AIPS) in 2012-13 for 3 months. AIPS was formed in 1973 to foster scholarly
exchange between the USA & Pakistan.’® 2 Manan Ahmed served as a trustee on the board
of AIPS until 2017.7%

125 https://www.southasiacollective.org/statements/against-legislation-on-hinduphobia

126 https://x.com/AudreyTruschke/status/1790898605328318687

127 https://www.facebook.com/thane.rehn

128 https://www.pakistanstudies-aips.org/content/aips-short-term-2012-13-fellows-are-selected

129 https://www.pakistanstudies-aips.org/content/aips-member-publishes-book-1

130 https://web.archive.org/web/20171212191405/http://www.pakistanstudies-aips.org/about/board-of-trustees
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Grant from Henry Luce Foundation

In May 2023, SASAC member Dheepa Sundaram, assistant professor of religion at the
University of Denver was awarded under the Luce-AAR Advancing Public Scholarship Grant
program, duly funded by the Henry Luce Foundation.

The Luce-AAR Advancing Public Scholarship Grant is a grant program funded by the Henry
Luce Foundation and administered by the American Academy of Religion (AAR). The goal of
this grant is to support projects that connect the scholarly study of religion to a broader
public audience and promote the public understanding of religion.131 Dheepa was granted
up to USD 5000 for the project, “Hindutva Explained: Creating public-facing digital
materials for teaching about Hindu Nationalism™'32 133
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HLF grant to SASAC Member

As a result, in February 2024, SASAC published a report titled, “Reporting Guide on Hindu
Nationalism” co-authored by Manan Ahmed, Ananya Chakravarti, Ken Chitwood, Rohit
Chopra, Dheepa Sundaram, and Audrey Truschke. '* The report is based on sources and
reports including Freedom House Reports, Hindutva Watch, Amnesty International’s India
report, EU Disinfolab’s EU Chronicles report, and Equality Labs’s Caste survey report. Worth
noting that Freedom House, Hindutva Watch, and Equality Labs — all have been repeatedly
exposed for fabrication and propaganda.

131 https://aarweb.org/AARMBR/AARMBR/About-AAR.aspx?hkey=32443cfe-2a95-439d-a625-25831c44b085

132 https://aarweb.org/AARMBR/AARMBR/Publications-and-News-/Newsroom-/News-/2023/2023-Luce-AAR-APS-
Grant-Winners.aspx

133 https://www.scu.edu/cas/internal/communication/college-notes/2022-23-archive/23-may-19/
134https://static1.squarespace.com/static/607 1ade75ec5cc32d610231f/t/65bebe8c9bd37e7b4b0abbda/ 170699943704
3/SASAC+Hindu+Nationalism+Reporting+Guide.pdf
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Henry Luce Foundation Grants Beneficiaries

Grantee Grants

1 South Asia Scholar Activist Collective (SASAC) 2023 $5,000.00

2 Center For Race And Gender (UC Berkeley) 2021 $370,000.00
3 Council on Foreign Relations 2021 $125,000.00
B Pulitzer Center 2021 $100,000.00
5 |Sciences Po U.S. Foundation 2020 $385,000.00
6 Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 2020 $120,000.00
7 Human Rights Watch 2020 $300,000.00
8 Berkeley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs 2020 $346,000.00
9 Council on Foreign Relations 2020 $395,000.00

Total $2,146,000.00
U358 e mon 1 v mesmer o isinfoLob

Tetrhe o
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Network and Funding of Henry Luce Foundation on Indian General

Elections 2024
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Part III: Circle of Life — From One Philanthropist
to Another

It is a compulsion for all ‘philanthropists’ to spread the net wide — and hence, some of the
funding might have to go to people who may not fully fall into the agenda. Hence, the
philanthropists cultivate a set of loyal ‘experts’ who could be relied upon to push the agenda
as brazenly as possible, as these experts do not have much credibility nor do they care. To
this end, various funding groups converge.

Isit surprising why HLF funded many fronts funded by Soros/ OSF — even if they were exposed
repeatedly?
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Chapter 10: Friends of Democracy or Friends of Soros?

In March 2023, a new domain named Friends of Democracy (www.friends-of-
democracy.net) was registered and the portal was live in the subsequent months.™5 Based
in New York, Friends of Democracy claims to fight against the ruling party of India to ‘save’
the Indian democracy, calling India a country whose democracy is hanging on a ‘thread’ due
to big techs and Hindu ‘extremism’.'3¢

As per the old version of its website, Friends of Democracy was hiring for two positions, i.e.,
Head of Digital and National Coordinator, Friends of India Democracy UK for £40,000 &
£50,000 annually on a one-year contract.’® While not much detail about its employees is
available, as per the only detail available on its website, the chair of Friends of Democracy is
Ricken Patel, who (as per the further details mentioned on the website) was the founding
CEO of Avaaz, one of the world's leading movements for democracy.'*®

Fun Fact: There exists another platform by the name Friends of Democracy PAC, co-founded by
George Soros’ son Jonathan Soros. '*° Same name, coincidence much?

Another person identified as an employee of FoD is Sydney-based Oliver Courtney, who is
employed as the Co-Managing Director of FoD since March 2023. As per his professional
profile, he has worked with Bloomberg, CDP, Clean Air Fund, Chatham House, European
Climate Foundation, Greenpeace, Oxford University, Johns Hopkins University, Save the
Children, Sundance, TED, Transparency International, Oxfam, WaterAid, World Economic
Forum, WWF, the UN, 350.org. He also previously worked at Global Witness as a
Communications Officer (Oct 2009 - Nov 2011) and head of news (Apr 2012 - Aug 2017).%°

On September 5, 2023, Friends of Democracy (FoD) published a blog titled, ‘India spent
$61.2 billion on Russian fossil fuels since the start of the Ukraine war’.'' The admin of
the article was Respublica.

135 https://who.is/whois/friends-of-democracy.net

136 https://www.friends-of-democracy.net/post/big-tech-and-the-bjp-vs-indian-democracy

137 https://web.archive.org/web/20231023140653/https://www.friends-of-democracy.net/

138 https://www.friends-of-democracy.net/blank-1

139 https://www.newamerica.org/our-people/jonathan-soros/

140 https://www.linkedin.com/in/ocourtney/details/experience/

141 https://web.archive.org/web/20231024103844/https://www.friends-of-democracy.net/post/india-spent-61-2-
billion-on-russian-fossil-fuels-since-the-start-of-the-ukraine-war
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Respublica, and Ricken Patel

Respublica is a British independent public policy think tank, founded in 2009, by English
political philosopher, and Anglican theologian, Phillip Bond. “Res Publica, a global civic
advocacy group, and Moveon.org, an online public policy advocacy group”funded by George
Soros’ Open Society Foundations.'?

The chair of Friends of Democracy, Ricken Patel is a Canadian-British activist and the
founding President and CEO of numerous organizations including Respublica,’® and Avaaz.
Ricken Patel is also the founding executive director of ResPublica.’ Patel co-founded in
2006 along with Tom Pravda, Eli Pariser, Andrea Woodhouse, Jeremy Heimans, and David
Madden and Moveon.Org while being associated with Respublica. '*° Patel stepped down in
2021. Patel was also on the Board of Directors of Namati which George Soros is part of as
one of the network members. '“ Besides, Ricken Patel has previously worked for the
International Crisis Group, the Rockefeller Foundation, the International Center for
Transitional Justice, and Res Publica. Ricken Patel also served on the advisory board of

142 https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past?filter keyword=moveon.org
143 https://web.archive.org/web/20121120184938/http://therespublica.org/AboutUs.htm

145 https://www.rickenpatel.net/about
146 https://namati.org/people/ricken-patel/
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Access Now. ' Founded in 2009, Access Now is a nonprofit organization that claims to
defend and extend the digital rights of users around the world.™®

Note:

Access Now’s name surfaced in October 2023 when it was endorsed by Apple, in their
alleged “state-sponsored” security threat notifications to opposition political leaders in
India. Besides, individuals from Access Now including Ben Grazda have been seen
peddling the narrative of Pak-Jamaat-backed anti-India Islamist fronts (exposed in the
previous reports by DisinfoLab- Indian American Muslim Council (IAMC), Foundation the
London Story (FTLS), and South Asia Solidarity Group among others. Grazda was also one
of the speakers at the three-day event 'India on the Brink Summit' held in February 2021,
which insinuated that India was on the verge of genocide.

Access Now and Avaaz

Executive Director and co-founder of Access Now, Brett Solomon previously served as
Campaign Director at Avaaz. Notably, Brett Solomon transitioned from his role at Avaaz to
co-found Access Now, indicating a shared ethos across these organizations.

To summarize, Ricken Patel is a go-to man for projects funded by George Soros.

e He was on the board of directors of NAMATI, which George Soros is part of.
e Ricken Patelis one of the founding members of Respublica.

e He also cofounded Avaaz and served on its board until 2021.

e He served on the advisory board of Access Now.

And, all these fronts- Respublica,’® Avaaz, and Access Now have been funded by Open
Society Foundations (OSF).

NAMATI

Establishedin 2011, Namatiis a legal advocacy non-profit organization headquartered in the
US, on the advisory board sits George Soros who donates hefty funds to the organization via
OSF. '*® Namati is essentially a legal empowerment partner of OSF.

147 https://web.archive.org/web/20110223054201/https://www.accessnow.org/about
148 https://www.accessnow.org/about-us/
49 https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past?filter keyword=Res+Publica

150 https://namati.org/people/george-soros/

70



https://web.archive.org/web/20110223054201/https:/www.accessnow.org/about
https://www.accessnow.org/about-us/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past?filter_keyword=Res+Publica
https://namati.org/people/george-soros/

OPEN SOCIETY - P
FOUNDATIONS W WEARE Y NE R WHET WEBD

* Namati, Inc. «§7 $4 000 000

10 grovida germrul sapgat Jaaticn Refore & The Rule Of Lam 2 years

Gicbal Foundation to Promots Open Socuty

v Internship

r Namatl, Inc

* Namatl, Inc

Namati is also a recipient of the Henry Luce Foundation funding, apart from receiving
funding from several other organizations like the US Department of State, Luminate group,
American Jewish World Service, and UK Aid among others.’™ On March 10, 2022, Henry Luce
Foundation donated $300,000 to Namati for the purpose of “supporting grassroots policy
development activities related to democracy, ethics, and public trust.”

HENRY
ILIEBLUCE VORI G e G eeGRARE  REAATE  SEAY MRl WA S
FOUNDATION

To support grassroots policy development activities related to democracy, ethics,
and public trust.

Namati

NAMATI & CPR

In December 2022, the Income Tax Department sent a 33-pager show cause notice to CPR
alleging that the think tank was in violation of being involved in activities that were “not in
accordance with the objects and the conditions subject to which it was registered”.’®® The I-
T notice asked for an explanation from CPR for receiving donations from a Washington DC-
based organization, Namati, for allegedly using the funds to litigate and file cases. Namati

57 https://namati.org/who-we-are/our-supporters/
152 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/delhi-hc-seeks-centres-stand-on-plea-by-think-
tank-against-fcra-licence-cancellation/articleshow/108795830.cms?from=mdr
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is a legal empowerment partner of the George Soros-led and funded Open Society
Foundations.53 154
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Finding discrepancies, the following year on February 27, 2023, the Government of India
canceled the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) registration of CPR was
suspended for 180 days on grounds of violations found during the IT Department
proceedings. '*°* Subsequently, CPR lost its Tax exemption status to the Income Tax
department onJune 30,2023.'% On January 10, 2024, the FCRA license of CPR was canceled
for allegedly mis-utilizing foreign funds to affect India's economic interests, and aid protests
and legal battles against development projects.’’

153 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-for-policy-research-says-its-donors-include-over-30-
organisations-among-them-the-government-of-india/article66573297.ece

154 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-for-policy-research-loses-tax-exemption-
status/article67042741.ece

155 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-for-policy-research-says-its-donors-include-over-30-
organisations-among-them-the-government-of-india/article66573297.ece

156 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-for-policy-research-loses-tax-exemption-
status/article67042741.ece

157 https://indianexpress.com/article/india/fcra-licence-of-think-tank-centre-for-policy-research-cancelled-

9112869/
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Between 2012 and 2021, Namati partnered with CPR for an environmental justice
programme. Namati paid CPR a total of Rs 11.55 crores between 2016-17 and 2020-21
alone.™® In the notice to CPR, the IT Department had asserted that the purpose of this
program was for litigation purposes and filing complaints rather than any educational
purpose.

158 https://www.newslaundry.com/2023/07/17/layoffs-pay-cuts-inside-cprs-financial-crisis-after-fcra-
funds-tax-exemption-axed
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Chapter 11: Friends of Democracy & Indian Elections

Prior to the start of the Lok Sabha Elections in India, Friends of Democracy conducted a
series named “Conversations on Indian Democracy” between March 22, 2024, and April
12,2024."° Duringthis period, Friends of Democracy organized four webinars/ online events:

a. March 22, 2024: Tiruchi Siva (Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament for Tamil Nadu) in
conversation with Dr. Vineeta Yadav (Associate Professor, Penn State University).
b. March 29, 2024: Tikender Panwar, Former Deputy Mayor of Shimla and member of

CPIM.

c. April 5, 2024: Dr. Manoj Jha (Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament - RID - for Bihar) in
conversation with Dr. Poulomi Chakrabarti (Assistant Professor at Queen's University
and visiting scholar at Harvard University)

d. April12,2024: Dr. Angana Chatterji (Research Anthropologist and Founding Co-chair,
Political Conflict, Gender and People’s Rights Initiative at the Center for Race and
Gender at the University of California, Berkeley)'®®
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Recent events of Friends of Democracy

159 https://www.friends-of-democracy.net/post/a-glimpse-into-the-indian-political-process-as-we-approach-the-

2024-elections

160 https://www.friends-of-democracy.net/post/a-glimpse-into-the-indian-political-process-as-we-

approach-the-2024-elections
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Friends of Democracy Moderators

While not many faces have been made public by FoD, the events it organized were being
moderated on the device of the Hindus for Human Rights (HfHR) Communications Director,
David Kalal. Whereas, FoD events were also promoted by HfHR on social media, including
by Sunitha Vishwanath.®"
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(To know more about HfHR and Sunitha, please refer to our report ‘HfHR: Hindus For Hire
Heads they win/ Tails you lose’)'®?

Modi Mirage

While the elections were underway in India, on May 6, 2024, Friends of Democracy
sponsored a report titled, “The Modi Mirage: New study indicates decline in India’s global
reputation under BJP”.'% The report has been curated and co-authored by Professor Irfan
Nooruddin from Georgetown University, US, Dr Subir Sinha from London University's
School of Oriental and African Studies, UK, and Dr Ritumbra Manuvie from Groningen
University, The Netherlands. "Modi Mirage” relies on a synthesis of recent research by the
Pew Research Center in the US, V-Dem, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in
Washington, Canadian consultancy GlobeScan, US poll firm GQY, and UK’s YouGov.

181 https://www.instagram.com/p/C5BVWyGOBS0/
162 https://thedisinfolab.org/hfhr-hindus-for-hire/

163 https://www.friends-of-democracy.net/post/the-modi-mirage
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Subir Sinha

Subir Sinha is the Director of the South Asia Institute of SOAS University of London and one
of the members of George Soros’ Open Society University Network (OSUN).64 16

Note: The Open Society University Network (OSUN) was launched by George Soros on January 23,
2020, as a project to create a network of universities with a seeding funding of one billion dollars.™®®
The founding institutions of OSUN are the Bard College, New York, U.S., and Central European
University, Vienna, Austria. Notable members of OSUN include Sciences Po in Paris, SOAS
University of London, Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs, and London School of
Economics among others."®

In June 2023, Subir Sinha led an ‘independent panel of inquiry’ into the communal violence
that broke out in Leicester between August and September 2022.'%® The Open Society
Foundations exclusively funded the project of the London School of Economics (LSE). '®°
Eventually, the LSE painted the entire incident as a result of rising Hindu nationalism under
the under-ruling party of India, as evident from the articles it published or shared pertaining
to the Leicester, while also echoing the narrative of “Hindu supremacism?”. 170 171

Between July 15-20, 2024, the Open Society University Network (OSUN) is organizing a six-
day summer school crash course ‘Demographic Imaginaries: Soft Authoritarianism,
Majoritarian Identity Politics and Demographic Anxieties.” The six-day course is being
convened jointly by the Soft Authoritarianisms Research Group, University of Bremen along
with OSUN."2 One of the faculty members of the course is the former CPR member and
Professor of Anthropology at the London School of Economics and Political Science,
Mukulika Banerjee.

Irfan Nooruddin

The second co-author of Modi Mirage is Irfan Nooruddin, Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani
Professor of Indian Politics at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. He has a Ph.D. in
Political Science from the University of Michigan, and a B.A. in Economics and International
Studies from Ohio Wesleyan University."”® He was the Director as well as a nonresident

164 https://www.soas.ac.uk/about/news/new-director-named-soas-south-asia-institute

165 https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/about/members/

166 George Soros Launches Global Network to Transform Higher Education - Open Society Foundations
167 https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/about/members/

168 https://www.soas.ac.uk/about/news/soas-support-independent-commission-inquiry-leicester-violence
169 Research Projects (Ise.ac.uk)

170 https://blogs.Ise.ac.uk/religionglobalsociety/2023/12/hindutva-and-the-leicester-disturbances/

71 Hindu supremacism, ‘anti-gender' politics, and feminist resistance | Engenderings (Ise.ac.uk)

72 https://yisares.uni-bremen.de/

173 https://www.irfannooruddin.org/me.html
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senior fellow of the South Asia Center at the Atlantic Council.’* On September 20, 2023,
Nooruddin attended the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
hearing on Advancing Religious Freedom within the U.S.-India Bilateral Relationship.””* He
also submitted his written testimony on Manipur Conflict, and Islamophobia, and raised
concerns about religious freedom in India.’®

Ritumbra Manuvie

The third co-author of Modi Mirage is Ritumbra Manuvie the co-founder of the Netherlands-
based Foundation the London Story (FTLS). As exposed in our earlier reports, FTLS, is
essentially an extended front of the US-based Jamaat nexus in Europe. As per its website,
FTLS claims to “investigate human rights violations and abuses, analyze and document
governmental and non-governmental action that perpetuates or ignores human rights
abuses and violations, and advocate for justice, peace, and collective action against grave
human rights violations.” However, under the pretext of this has been targeting and lobbying
againstIndia, peddling narratives against India, including Islamophobia, “Hindu nationalism
and Majoritarianism”, collaborating with Pak-backed fronts Justice for All, Indian American
Muslim Council, Hindus for Human Rights, etc.
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174 https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/expert/irfan-nooruddin/
175 https://www.uscirf.gov/events/hearings/advancing-religious-freedom-within-us-india-bilateral-

relationship-1
176 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/230920%20Nooruddin%20-%20USCIRF%20Testimony.pdf
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In 2021, FTLS Indian Solidarity Finland, The Liberal Indians- France, IAMC, InSAF, South Asia
Solidarity, Peace Vigil, Hindus for Human Rights, India Civil Watch International, Scottish
Indians for Justice, amongst other organizations organized the EU India People’s Summit
from May 1-8."7 Through this summit, these groups (many of which are documented as
exposed by Disinfolab) aimed to influence the policymakers in the European Union (EU) in
its relation with India."”®
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Peace Vigil

These groups were also active in the Indian elections, On May 5, 2024, the South Asia
Solidarity Group (SASG) organized a protest outside Parliament Square in London over the
reasons it claimed as ‘unprecedented attacks on democracy in India’. The protest was co-
organized by Unau Welfare International, Unau Welfare UK, UK Indian Muslim Council,
StriveUK, Peace in India, Scottish Indians For Justice, Justice Campaign South Asia, Women
Against Caste UK, The Rights Collective, Nijjor Manush, Hindus For Human Rights-UK,
Movement For People’s Struggle (SL)-UK, Indian Labour Solidarity."”®

77 https://euindiasummit.com/
78 https://euindiasummit.com/home/the-eu-india-peoples-roadmap/
179 https://x.com/SAsiaSolidarity/status/1784525301449462034
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On April17, 2024, Foundation London Story (FTLS), and members from several organizations
staged protests outside Meta’s London headquarters alleging that the tech giant had been
complicit and had been profiting from the hate-inciting posts on Facebook and for enabling
the spread of misinformation ahead of India’s 2024 general elections.™® FTLS outlined 10-

pointer measures for Meta to undertake during the Indian elections which was supported by
38 other organizations including Friends of Democracy, India Civil Watch International, The
Humanism Project, amongst others.'®’

180 https://maktoobmedia.com/world/activists-create-crime-scene-before-metas-london-hg-protesting-
its-complicity-in-hate-
crimes/#:~:text=Meta's%20London%20headquarters%20was%20stormed,election%20that%20starts%200

n%20Friday.
81 https://thelondonstory.org/wp-content/uploads/Letter-to-Meta-by-38-CSOs-on-Indian-elections.pdf
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Chapter: 12 — The Long-term Game

One may wonder about the purpose of this exercise. After all, no one seems to attend these
events, no one bothers to read their reports — and above all - these are mostly discredited
individuals. Then what motivates these ‘philanthropy’ fronts to keep funding them, other
than the fact that the dollar could be printed at will?

The one evident output seems to be a long-term narrative. These ‘scholars’ and experts are
involved in circuitous quoting each other’s work and thereby giving legitimacy to each other.
Over time, they become part of news articles, research papers, Wikipedia, and now Al. The
biases of Al have been established repeatedly but they do not create any impact. The
propaganda continues.

Forinstance, Audrey Trushcke has co-authored a chapterin the book ‘Global Islamophobia
and the Rise of Populism’ launched on May 23, 2024, and published by the Oxford
University Press.' The book has been authored and edited by Sahar F Aziz and John L
Esposito. Audrey’s chapter titled ‘Displacing and Disciplining Muslims in India’s Burgeoning
Hindu Rashtra’'® focussed on topics such as Hindutva & Islamophobia in India, India and its
settler colonial agenda in Kashmir, and a misleading section dedicated to how India’s
Citizenship Amendment Act & National Register for Citizens (NRC) is “endangering the
citizenship of Indian Muslims” deeming the anti-CAA riots in 2020 as pogrom.

While these were the narratives pontificated by Audrey, much of her chapter’s content
referenced the works of Christophe Jaffrelot a total of 31 Times. This implies that the base of
her 18-page chapter was primarily the literature published by Jaffrelot. This gives a fair idea
as to how Jaffrelot, over the years has been established as an academic authority for
commentary and research papers on India.

Both ‘independently’ funded by HLF on similar themes on India!

These cross references are then used to create stable narratives. Much of the Wikipedia
search over topics ranging from Hindutva and even the History of India quotes or references
Jaffrelots or Audreys. To put it in perspective, hyperlinks comprising CJ’s literary works and
interviews have been used over 290 times, demonstrating the level of impact on the
dissemination of narratives he has on Wikipedia, one of the most widely portals to extract
information from cyberspace. Likewise, Audrey Truschke has been referenced over 82 times

182 https://academic.oup.com/book/56394
83https://www.academia.edu/120217030/Displacing and Disciplining Muslims in Indias Burgeoning Hin
du Rashtra?auto=download
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on the portal. This goes on to show how the game of narrative seeding is made successful by
quantifying the literary works to legitimize their narratives. And this is done with ease on one
of the largest repositories of Information- Wikipedia.
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Creating Synergies: Dismantling Global Hindutva

Itwould be pertinent to say that a few months after the funds were doled out by HLF to fronts
that had Angana and Audrey respectively, an event known as “Dismantling Global Hindutva”
was organized in September 2021. The first announcement of the DGH event was made on
August 14, 2021, by its official Twitter handle created in August 2021. '® The three-day event
was organized from September 10-12, 2021. Over 1100 Academics including Audrey
Truschke, Arjun Singh Sethi (lawyer), Gregory Stanton (Genocide Watch), and Apoorvanand
(Professor) signed in support of the event, which was co-sponsored by 49+ universities and
60+ departments across the US.8®

Subir Sinha is also a known voice in fueling the rhetoric of Hindu majoritarianism. In 2021,
he was one of the signatories of the letter defending and supporting the event “Dismantling
Global Hindutva. The three-day online event was convened by Audrey Truschke, Suchitra
Vijayan, and co., wherein the speakers included the likes of Christophe Jaffrelot, Kavita
Krishnan, and Meena Kandasamy. '® The event was also promoted by organizations
including IAMC and HfHR."®’

"®https://web.archive.org/web/20210814180219/https://twitter.com/dghconference/status/1426564751585419272

185 https://dismantlinghindutva.com/academics-in-solidarity/
186 https://salc.uchicago.edu/dismantling-global-hindutva-september-10-september-12-2021-virtual-event
87https://www.hindupedia.com/images/e/e7/LettersFrom1100AcademicsinSupportForDGHConference.pdf
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Atthe time of ourinvestigation, Dismantling Global Hindutva was listed officially as the event
onthe South Asia section of the UC Berkeley website, which to our utter surprise was deleted
within a week of our draft process.'® The page of the DGH event was removed from the
website of UC Berkeley the very next day we visited the particular webpage. We must be
hallucinating, after all, the ‘big guys’ don’t do transnational repression.
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188 https://web.archive.org/web/20240521010421/https://southasia.berkeley.edu/virtual-dismantling-global-hindutva
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Conclusion

In a world of about 7 billion people with at least a million experts/academics, it is surprising
that one set of people keeps appearing in one front and another. The only constant - their
funding and their agenda. The agenda is blatant anti-India and funding from ‘you know who’.
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One actually marvels at the sheer brazenness of the nature of propaganda, which has
outshined communist propaganda. The communist propaganda is said to be crude and
brazen - in your face - type. However, the communist agenda is domestically driven. They

You know they are lying. They know they are lying; they also know that you know they are lying.
They would still lie.




What was one to make of this communist-level propaganda from the land of capitalism? Is
it meant to feel the ‘third world’ countries as hopeless as communists made their people? In
other words, does the empire think of the rest of the world as its domestic turf, hopeless in
the face of propaganda and capabilities to print endless currencies?

Well, hope not. As Rahim Saheb has said:
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